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Tie  Librarian, 

Bribiah  Medical  Ascociabion  Library, 
429,  Sbrand,  London, 


Dear  Sir, 

Yon.  T7ill  no  doubt  reneLiber  bhab  on  the  6bh  I/Iarch  1906 
a Coyy  of  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
combined  disbricb  of  Berko  ^rao  sent  you  by  the  Inope'cuor  (Mr  Chao 
Yorke)  of  this  Lisbricb. 

I have  nov  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  his  report 
for  the  year  ended  Slsb  December  1905,  a copy  of  vrhich  I bep  bo 
enclose  you  hereivibh,  for  the  use  in  your  Library,  as  re^iuesbed 
by  your  letter  of  February  last. 

The  report  is  rather  late  in  being  is  ued,  bub  it  bakes 
a great  deal  of  compiling  by  the  Medical  Officer.  .j 

Yours  faithfully.  5 


Clerk. 
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Berkshire  Combined  Sanitary  District. 


Summary  of  Statistics  of  Census  1901.— Total  area 
378,330  acres,  viz.,  land  375,535,  inland  water  2,795  acres; 
inhabited  houses  32,835,  occupied  as  33,488  separate  tenements; 
uninhabited  houses  2,621  (1,600  of  these  “not  in  occupation”); 
building  321.  Enumerated  population  M.  73,389,  F.  77,88.1, 
total  151,273,  including  2,711  “special”  inmates  of  asylums, 
hospitals  and  workhouses.  Average  density  of  occupation  4’6 
persons  per  house.  Estimated  nett  population,  excluding 
special  inmates  of  institutions  not  belonging  to  the  district, 
(approximately)  151,302  at  the  middle  of  1905. 

The  chief  geological  features  of  each  district  are  briefly 
mentioned  in  the  several  reports  to  the  respective  authorities, 
and  the  Tables  at  pages  6 and  7 shew  the  changes  for  each 
decennial  period  since  1871  in  the  number  of  inhabited  houses, 
in  the  enumerated  population,  and  in  the  proportions  per  1,000 
living  at  certain  age  periods.  In  the  thirty  years  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  5,369  inhabited  houses  and  of  18,948  in  the 
population.  This  has  lowered  the  mean  density  of  house 
occupation  in  the  Combined  District  from  4-8  to  4'6  per  house; 

***  At  the  end  of  September  the  Egham  Rural  District  Council  withdrew  from 
the  Berkshire  Combined  District  on  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  its  becoming  an  Urban  District — the  same  to  come  into  force  in  rpo6 — 
but  / have,  for  the  sake  of  convenience  and  uniformity,  included  the  report  on  this 
district  for  the  entire  year,  as  the  change  only  took  place  in  its  fourth  quarter,  and 
my  position  as  its  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  still  continued. — W.T.G.W. 

B 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


6 


'O 

MM 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

OJ 

pv 

01 

MH 

p* 

CO 

OJ 

0) 

cJo 

00 

MM 

b 

-rj“ 

b 

MM 

b 

CO 

I'M. 

00 

do 

vb 

b 

vO 

. 

> 

r>- 

t-^ 

CO 

0 

00 

00 

VO 

VD 

VO 

rt" 

VO 

VO 

rt- 

to 

0 

(D 

bD 

< 

cy 

> 

VO 

cp 

ip 

Vp 

xO 

p 

p 

CO 

-+■ 

VO 

XO 

xO 

CO 

VO 

OJ 

MM 

0 

0) 

a 

CO 

0 

CO 

cO 

MM 

00 

r*. 

H- 

bv 

b 

r>. 

rt" 

rt* 

vb 

r>. 

*rt- 

rt- 

r>. 

VO 

!'«• 

VO 

VO 

0 

CO 

VO 

VO 

VO 

VO 

vO 

VO 

\n 

hH 

►H 

MM 

MM 

OJ 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MH 

MM 

0 

u 

\n 

bjO 

vp 

vO 

p 

Vp 

vp 

cp 

MH 

Cp 

VO 

0 

<p 

r* 

vO 

MM 

OJ 

OJ 

c 

0 

GO 

CO 

MM 

MM 

b 

MM 

do 

rt" 

bv 

.«-* 

VO 

VO 

CO 

rh 

xO 

vO 

VO 

VO 

VO 

CO 

CO 

00 

00 

*> 

u-i 

w 

M 

rj 

d 

0^ 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

<>j 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

01 

W 

MM 

0 

2^ 

vn 

Cmm 

p 

VO 

Cp 

Vp 

Ov 

Vp 

Vp 

MM 

00 

r*" 

0 

p 

CO 

MM 

MM 

0 

0 

vb 

Ov 

00 

K 

cn 

b 

bv 

00 

MM 

Ox 

vb 

c5o 

vO 

MH 

0 

r->. 

VO 

VO 

00 

VO 

'ti- 

r>. 

r>. 

00 

VO 

00 

ov 

00 

CPV 

CO 

VO 

HH 

M 

MM 

MH 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MH 

MM 

MM 

3 

CO 

C 

cy 

U 

VO 

MH 

xO 

MM 

OJ 

00 

pv 

pv 

OJ 

rt" 

cp 

(»N 

ON 

CO 

vb 

b> 

VO 

b 

ON 

vb 

vb 

b 

do 

b 

rt- 

4-1 

CO 

0 

M 

OJ 

MM 

CO 

Ov 

OJ 

0 

MM 

MM 

0 

MM 

0 

c 

M 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

MM 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

01 

.0 

VO 

-*-» 

d 

3 

a, 

»o 

0 

Cu 

Cp 

0 

MM 

VO 

c^ 

<p 

Vp 

Ov 

vp 

MM 

w 

cp 

MM 

0 

►H 

b 

00 

b*. 

b 

MM 

On. 

OJ 

vb 

00 

rt* 

vb 

rt" 

T3 

w 

00 

00 

00 

00 

Cv 

ov 

00 

O' 

00 

VO 

00 

00 

00 

co 

0) 

d 

u 

OJ 

C 

a 

0 

p 

r*" 

p 

P 

MM 

00 

OJ 

cp 

04 

VO 

xO 

c 

W 

P 

D 

b^ 

t-H 

C'l 

M 

ri 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

vb 

MM 

<0 

OJ 

VO 

b 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

b) 

OJ 

do 

MM 

b 

OJ 

MM 

OJ 

0 

0 

0 

! 

! 

1 

1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

' 

' 

• 

* 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•-7 

u 

<D 

; 

1 

I 

i 

t 

• 

• 

J 

• 

• 

M 

• 

• 

a. 

* 

• 

• 

• 

C 

• 

• 

• 

c 

rt 

u 

' 

• 

c 

.0 

rt 

C 

rt 

rt 

u. 

P 

!>. 

rt 

c 

rt 

C3 

P 

rt 

u. 

oJ 

JP 

, 

rt 

X 

Urn 

P 

u 

0 

CU 

0 

u 

Oh 

u 

*C 

to 

Q 

u. 

P 

D:^ 

b 

P 

-Q 

& 

Xi 

u 

D 

b 

P 

JP 

& 

Di 

T3 

u 

v2 

a; 

bjO 

c 

P 

Di 

b 

P 

-O 

lA 

£ 

u, 

P 

Cii 

c 

0 

TD 

bjO 

»_ 

p 

s 

x 

X 

M* 

D 

c 

0 

'TP 

bjo 

'TP 

Mn 

v2 

bo 

c 

P 

D^: 

x 

to 

J-. 

s 

D 

'TP 

U 

v2 

biO 

c 

"rt 

V- 

P 

0:; 

2 

up 

'O 

rt 

u, 

P 

bjO 

.5 

rt 

u 

P 

B 

rt 

x: 

D 

"TP 

rt 

<u 

42 

P 

<0 

'TP 

'TP 

rt 

0 

CO 

D- 

E 

rt 

x: 

H 

p 

0^ 

M. 

0 

CO 

'TP 

rt 

u 

c 

S 

rt 

<U 

p 

Min 

5 

C£i 

< 

p 

u 

*r5 

< 

0 

u 

CJ 

"rt 

>• 

rt 

M-. 

CQ 

*n 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

rt 

s 

to 

rt 

w 

C 

42 

tc 

W 

Averages  of 

Rural  Districts  ...  20-5  84-0  2177  176-3  267-2  168-9  65'2 

Urban  Districts  ...  20-6  81-7  213-0  182-8  270-7  165-1  66-1 

Combined  District  ...  20-5  83-5  216-6  I77‘8  268-7  168-I  65-4 


7 


• 

VO 

00  Th 

0 w 

0 

00 

0 

Th 

0 

r*^ 

^ vn 

CO 

o> 

VO 

vO  Cv 

r>.  w 

00 

0 

0 

VO  tn 

00 

m 

Ov 

o^ 

Ov 

0 

't 

CO  r^ 

ri- 

M t>- 

00 

M 00 

vn 

Cv 

01  00 

oi 

t-H 

t-H 

00 

00  w 

VO 

VO  Th 

N 

m 

0 

Ol 

m 

Tf  »-H 

M 

M 

IH 

hH 

H-( 

t-( 

>-«  tH 

vn 

»H 

c 

, 

-Cf-  CO 

Cv 

0 

Ov 

CO  -cj- 

W 

a> 

01 

Ov 

in 

C) 

Ov  M 

Ov 

tn 

VO  ^ 

00 

00  CO 

VO 

0 

() 

01  00 

hH 

0 

CV  0 

€>#  VO 

w-> 

m I-4 

Ov 

h-4  00 

00 

VO 

\n  t-H 

VO 

►H 

0 

00  00 

C\ 

VO 

vd  vd 

M 

m 01 

Ov 

0 

cd 

oi  d 

vo" 

3 

HH 

t-H 

»-« 

HH 

HH 

M H4 

-h 

cx 

. 

, f 

. 

l-H 

o 

V 

'f 

eu 

• 

fO 

CO 

tn 

M 

VO 

0 

CO 

M 

\n 

OV 

00 

00 

Ov 

M 

Ov 

0 

hH 

M 

VO 

IH 

Ov 

HH 

1-4 

VO 

VO 

VO 

00 

Ov 

01 

VO 

vn 

o^ 

O 

W 

HH 

0 

rC 

CO 

\n 

N 

rC 

00 

00 

oT 

Ov 

Ov 

g 

t-^ 

w 

f— 1 

M 

IH 

CO 

3 

HH 

3 

w 

00 

CO 

ov 

<7v 

VO 

W 

CO 

0 

CO 

01 

00 

vn 

CO 

0 

VO 

O' 

t-* 

vn 

0 

CO 

VO 

01 

OO 

t— 1 

o^ 

CO 

VO 

Ov 

00 

M 

VO 

CO 

dv 

\n 

vn 

l-H 

vn 

00 

VO 

0 

01 

h-( 

H4 

t-H 

►H 

hH 

M 

CO 

A 

»-H 

' 

3 4J 

, 

, 

, 

• 

01 

Public 

Institu 

CJ 

w *n 
c •*■» 
0.^2 

; 

W.  H 

w. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

W.  H 

As. 

W.  H 

w. 

W.  H 

W.  Aj 

W,  H.( 
As. 

; 

3 

O 

q; 

'Jo 

rt 

c 


o 


Q 

o 

<D 

H 

rt 


O 

ON 


00 


00 

00 


00 


o 

Tt- 


0 

01 

ov 

0 

OI 

tX 

01 

0 

CO 

CO 

00 

HH 

00 

vn 

00 

VO  ^ 

VO 

x^ 

CO 

01 

01 

CO 

x^ 

VO 

01 

HH 

00 

CO 

vn 

qv 

qv 

vn 

0^ 

l-H 

VO 

CO 

VO 

CO 

X^ 

qv 

00^ 

CO 

00^ 

cr 

M >H 

»-H 

M 

)>4 

hH 

cd 

oT 

oT 

oT 

oP 

oT 

oT 

CO 

\n 

0 

CO 

x^ 

vn 

vn 

0 VO 

HH 

HH 

ov 

00 

ov 

X-* 

00 

Ov 

M 

00 

00 

00  00 

0 

0 

vn 

VO 

X^ 

ov 

x^ 

x^ 

CO 

qv  00^ 

0^ 

vn 

CO 

01^ 

HH 

VO 

H>« 

vn 

q. 

0^ 

vn 

CO 

qN 

tJ- 

oT 

hH  M 

oT 

H4 

hH 

M 

cd 

oT 

of 

oT 

oT 

HH 

o*' 

CO 

VO 

u 

vn 

x^ 

0 

00 

00 

ov 

vn 

vn 

x^ 

in 

00 

vn 

VO 

VO 

0 

vn 

x^ 

rX 

hH 

0^ 

co^ 

•d 

vn 

vo^ 

00^ 

vn 

01 

VO^ 

0^ 

oT 

Tp 

oT 

h-T 

01 

cd 

HH 

HH 

oT 

cd 

ds 

O 00 
VO  00 
00  VO 


d 

vn 

CO 

vn 

01 

VO 

00 

0 

0 

CO 

0 

VO 

VO 

VO 

0 

VO 

tX 

CO 

01 

01 

01 

vn 

vn 

CO 

cq 

HH 

00^ 

qv 

cd 

HH 

of 

cd 

HH 

HH 

HH 

oT 

c 

a 


D 

?>> 


3 

ccl 

n3 


c3 

3 

Cd 


e 

« 

rQ 


C 

c3 

43 


C 

rt 

42 


D 


3 

0^ 


TJ 


u 

a 

;-. 

0) 

biO 

>v 

3 

42 

Vi 

G 

0 

T3 

b/3 

Dd 

s 

ci 

C 

0 

HD 

tc 

v2 

tuo 

_c 

V) 

u 

CS 

B 

.s 

tuO 

c 

c 

g 

a 

C 

33 

cs 

3 

a 

‘2 

"3 

'Jo 

7i 

0 

rt 

O < 


3 

12 

"o 

tc 

T3 

c3 

u 

CQ 


CJ  4; 

- b ^ 


3 

Cd 


g 

.S 

»-  o 
o o 

O O 


3 

0^ 

X) 

S 

t/) 

ex 

S 

JQ 

-t-» 

tn 

ci 

W 


3 e: 

Cti 

rS  ^ 

'O  rt 
C 43 
►r  bjo 
^ W 


vD 

VO 


o 

'C 


o 

.s 

!o 

B 

o 

O 

a> 

43 

H 


B 2 


, Workhouse  ; H.,  Hospital ; As.,  Lunatic  Asylum. 


8 


the  density  for  individual  districts  ranging  between  4-2  and 
5-4. — see  Table  I.  in  the  reports  on  the  respective  districts. 

Overcrowding  is  met  with  from  time  to  time  in  individual 
instances  in  most  districts,  and  it  is  dealt  with  as  occasion 
arises,  but  it  does  not  prevail  to  a serious  extent  in  any  one  of 
them.  There  are  even  now,  however,  in  nearly  all,  whether 
rural  or  urban,  a considerable  number  of  old  tenements,  which, 
although  not  in  such  a state  as  to  call  for  proceedings  to  obtain 
a closing  order,  are  nevertheless  structurally  incapable  of 
being  rendered  satisfactory  by  any  improvements  that  would 
be  practicable ; though  much  has  been  done  to  put  most  of 
them  into  a passable  sanitary  condition  so  far  as  may  be. 

Reference  to  Table  D.,  line  29,  will  shew  that  in  1905 
plans  have  been  passed  by  the  respective  Authorities  for  732 
new  houses,  chiefly  in  the  rural  districts  of  Bradfield  (140,  in 
Pangbourne  and  Tilehurst  especially),  Cookham  (ninety-two), 
Easthampstead  (ninety-six),  Windsor  (seventy-eight),  and  in 
the  urban  districts  of  Maidenhead  (ninety-six),  and  Newbury 
(forty-one),  while  in  the  more  strictly  rural  districts  the 
numbers  have  been  comparatively  few.  In  certain  districts 
some  modifications  have  been  made  in  the  Code  of  Building 
Bye-laws  in  force,  but  experience  has  clearly  shewn  throughout 
the  country  that  the  paucity  of  cottage  building  in  rural  districts 
has  little  if  anything  to  do  with  the  existence  or  non-existence 
of  Bye-laws  in  the  districts  concerned.  However  this  may  be, 
it  is  clear  that  every  cottage  should  be  placed  on  a plot  of 
land  of  such  an  area  as  to  allow  of  the  proper  disposal  of 
sewage  and  refuse  thereon  without  running  the  risk  of  polluting 
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the  water  supply ; while  dryness  of  site — foundations — and 
walls,  sound  construction,  with  ample  provision  for  ventilation 
and  light  are  absolutely  essential  to  every  healthy  and  sanitary 
dwelling,  whether  it  be  a cottage  or  a mansion. 

Sewering  and  Scavenging.— During  the  past  year  the 
new  sewerage  works  for  the  parish  of  Clewer  Without,  in  the 
Windsor  rural  district,  have  been  begun ; the  sewerage  of 
Donnington,  in  the  Newbury  rural  district,  has  been  extended, 
and  that  of  Speen,  in  the  same  district,  commenced ; a small 
addition  has  been  made  to  the  sewerage  system  of  Maiden- 
head, and  a special  drainage  Committee  of  the  Bradfield 
Council  has  been  appointed  to  consider  the  question  of  pro- 
viding sewerage  for  certain  localities  in  that  district.  The 
difficulties  which  had  arisen  in  connection  with  the  carrying  out 
of  the  scheme  of  sewerage  for  the  town  of  Hungerford  had  not 
been  removed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  matter  is  still  in 
abeyance.  There  has  not  been  any  addition  to  the  number  of 
districts  in  which  the  Sanitary  Authorities  have  undertaken  the 
work  of  scavenging. 

Water  Supplies. — In  the  past  year,  although  there  has 
not  been  any  increase  in  the  number  of  places  provided  with  a 
public  water  supply,  a considerable  number  of  services  have 
been  laid  on  in  certain  districts  where  such  a supply  exists, 
especially  in  Cookham,  Easthampstead,  Windsor  and  Egham 
rural  districts  and  in  the  borough  of  Abingdon ; the  total 
number  of  premises  supplied,  either  from  the  mains  or  from 
new  wells,  being  337.  Ninety-three  samples,  mostly  from 
wells,  were  taken  for  analysis;  only  twenty-one  of  them 
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proved  to  be  good  or  fairly  satisfactory  waters,  while  thirty-five 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 

Isolation  Hospitals.— The  extension  of  the  Abingdon 
Joint  Hospital,  raising  the  number  of  beds  from  sixteen  to 
thirty-two,  was  nearly  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  'J'he 
Wallingford  Hospital  was  opened  early  in  1905  and  brought 
into  immediate  use  for  an  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  district; 
but  the  proposed  scheme  for  a joint  hospital  for  the  Egham  and 
Windsor  rural  districts  and  the  Borough  of  New  Windsor  is, 
I regret  to  state,  at  present  in  abeyance,  the  Urban  Authority 
having  resolved  (after  plans  for  the  building  had  been  adver- 
tised for  and  received)  that  in  their  opinion  an  Isolation 
Hospital  was  not  required  for  the  Borough.  The  number  of 
patients  treated  in  Isolation  Hospitals  during  the  year  was 
185,  viz.,  thirty-three  out  of  a total  of  159  attacks  of  diphtheria, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  out  of  374  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  with 
one  each  of  small  pox,  enteric  fever  and  erysipelas. 

Sanitary  Work.  Nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  premises  were  inspected  in  1905,  and  nuisances  were 
found  to  exist  on  1,872— see  Table  D.— all  but  210  being 
abated  before  the  close  of  the  year.  As  is  usually  the  case, 
nearly  half  of  them  (751)  related  to  foul  closets  and  drains, 
296  to  dirty  or  otherwise  insanitary  houses,  and  thirty  were 
closed  as  unfit  for  occupation.  One  hundred  and  seventeen 
cases  of  deficient  or  impure  water  supply  were  dealt  with,  and 
473  premises  were  disinfected  after  attacks  of  infectious  illness 
therein.  Plans  for  732  new  houses  were  passed  in  accordance 


with  the  Building-  Bye-laws,  and  certificates  of  water  supply 
were  granted  for  182  premises  supplied  by  wells. 

Cowsheds  and  IVIilkshops.— Four  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  were  inspected  and  120  were  placed  on  the  respective 
district  registers.  Except  in  the  winter  months  the  cattle  are 
almost  uniformly  kept  in  the  fields  night  and  day,  being  brought 
into  the  sheds  only  at  milking  times.  A large  proportion  of 
the  older  cow  byres  are  poorly  lighted  and  ventilated,  but  for 
the  most  part  they  are  kept  fairly  clean,  as  are  the  dairies  also, 
these  being  generally  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition  as 
regards  cleanliness,  but  in  many  places  the  cattle  yards  are 
allowed  to  become  a nuisance,  from  the  common  practice  ol 
neglecting  the  removal  of  manure  till  the  time  comes  for  using 
it  on  the  land. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  — Eight  hundred 
and  forty-four  premises  were  inspected  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  They  included  fifty  factories  and  166 
homeworkers  cottages,  these  last  chiefly  in  the  Abingdon  and 
Culham  rural  districts  and  in  the  borough  of  Abingdon.  The 
remainder  were  for  the  most  part  premises  occupied  by  persons 
carrying  on  ordinary  trades,  and  there  were  but  very  few  cases 
in  which  notices  had  to  be  served  other  than  for  cleansing  and 
whitewashing.  As  regards  homeworkers  dwellings,  it  has 
always  been  the  practice  since  the  “ Notification  Act  was  put 
in  force  to  prohibit  work  from  being  carried  on  while  there  is 
known  infectious  illness  in  the  house.  In  most  of  the  districts 
included  in  the  Combined  District  there  are  not  any  or  but 
very  few  “homeworkers,"  and  it  is  chiefly  in  the  borough  of 
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Abingdon,  and  in  connection  with  the  clothing  factory  in  that 
town,  that  they  are  found  in  any  considerable  number. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.  — Six  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  notifications  were  received  in  1905,  viz.,  small  pox, 
one;  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  162;  erysipelas, 
eighty-one;  scarlet  fever,  374;  enteric  fever,  twenty-three ; 
puerperal  fever,  six ; chicken  pox,  fifty.  The  number  treated 
in  Isolation  Hospitals  has  been  stated  already. 

Small  Pox.— The  attack  was  an  imported  one  from  a 
steamship  which  had  arrived  at  Southampton  with  a fatal  case 
on  board.  The  patient  was  treated  in  the  Windsor  rural  district 
Small  Pox  Isolation  Hospital.  The  usual  precautions  were 
carried  out  and  there  was  not  any  spread  of  the  complaint. 

Diphtheria.— Eighteen  of  the  162  notified  attacks  ended 
fatally,  the  mean  case  mortality  being  iri  %.  The  majority 
of  cases  were  in  the  rural  districts  of  Wallingford  (ten).  Brad- 
field  (twenty-four),  Easthampstead  (thirteen),  Windsor  (twenty- 
seven),  Egham  (thirty-four),  and  the  urban  district  of  Abingdon 
(twenty).  In  seven  districts  there  were  only  from  one  to  three 
attacks  in  each  throughout  the  year,  and  in  the  remaining  four 
the  numbers  ranged  only  from  four  to  eight. 

Scarlet  Fever.— There  were  but  four  fatal  attacks  out  of 
the  374  notified  cases,  the  case  mortality  being  but  a fraction 
above  i % . The  largest  number  of  notifications  were  received 
from  the  rural  districts  of  Wallingford  (fifty-six),  Windsor 
(sixty-five),  Egham  (forty-three),  and  the  borough  of  Newbury 
(fifty-nine),  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  there  were  large 
numbers  of  very  mild  attacks  which  were  never  attended 
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medically,  but  which  escaped  notification  and  served  as 
carriers  of  infection,  thus  keepingf  up  the  succession  of  cases  in 
these  districts. 

Enteric  Fever. — The  only  districts  in  which  more  than  one 
or  two  attacks  were  reported  were  Wallingford  rural  (four — 
all  patients  in  the  County  Asylum),  Bradfield  rural  (three)  and 
Maidenhead  urban  (five),  but  the  case  mortality  (six  deaths  to 
twenty-three  attacks  notified)  amounted  to  nearly  25  %. 

There  were  five  deaths  amongst  the  eighty-one  notified 
cases  of  erysipelas,  and  one  in  six  of  puerperal  fever.  One 
infant  was  certified  as  dying  from  chicken  pox  in  the  East- 
hampstead  district. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Complaints.— Measles  with 
thirty-four  deaths  and  whooping  cough  with  forty-one  were  by 
far  the  most  fatal  as  well  as  the  most  prevalent  infectious  com- 
plaints of  the  year.  There  were  extensive  and  frequent  out- 
breaks of  both  in  most  districts,  the  infection  spreading  for  the 
most  part  through  the  association  of  young  children  in  the 
elementary  schools,  a considerable  number  of  which  were 
temporarily  closed  on  this  account.  The  mortality  from  each 
of  them  was  but  small  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  attacks 
reported,  but  there  were  nine  deaths  from  measles  in  Bradfield 
and  six  in  Windsor  district,  with  six  from  whooping  cough  in 
Cookham  and  eleven  in  Egham  districts.  Infantile  diarrhoea 
with  eighteen  and  enteritis  with  eleven  deaths  were  fatal  to 
only  a small  extent  as  compared  with  most  years,  the  deaths 
not  exceeding  from  one  to  four  in  any  district,  except  in  Windsor, 
where  there  were  eight,  while  in  several  the  mortality  was  nil. 
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Infantile  Mortality.— A new  Table  (No.  V.)  has  been 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  which  deals  with  this 
important  subject,  and  in  Table  B.,  col.  3,  the  rate  per  1,000 
births  of  deaths  under  the  age  of  one  year  is  given  for  each 
constituent  district.  It  will  be  seen  that  they  vary  considerably 
in  different  districts,  although  there  is  practically  not  any 
difference  in  their  sanitary  or  general  condition.  These  rates 
range  from  56  per  i,ooo  in  Crowmarsh  to  125  in  such  small  rural 
districts  as  Culham  and  Goring,  and  in  Wallingford  borough, 
each  of  which  has  a population  of  less  than  3,000,  so  that  one 
or  two  additional  deaths  make  a marked  difference  in  the  ratio 
to  births.  The  mean  infantile  death  rate  for  the  Combined 
District  was  8o‘0,  for  the  rural  districts  it  was  78‘3,  and  for 
the  urban  districts  85-1  per  i,000  registered  births.  Of  the 
total  deaths,  viz.,  276,  at  this  age  period,  104  resulted  from 
wasting  diseases  (including  thirty-four  infants  born  prema- 
turely); twenty-nine  from  convulsions;  thirty  from  common 
infectious  diseases ; fifty-two  from  diarrhoea,  enteritis  and 
gastritis;  fifty-eight  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia;  with 
twenty-three  from  other  unclassed  causes. 

The  total  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  1905, 
as  compared  with  those  in  1904,  fell  from  thirty-two  to  twenty- 
eight,  but  the  mortality  from  measles  and  whooping  cough 
increased  from  forty-four  to  seventy-five,  while  the  deaths  from 
diarrhoea  and  enteritis  were  only  thirty-five  as  against  seventy- 
three  in  the  preceding  year. — see  Table  C. 

Phthisis  and  cancer  were  fatal  to  143  and  159  persons 
respectively,  or  about  the  same  number  as  in  1904,  but  the 
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deaths  from  pulmonary  inflammations  rose  from  251  to  281, 
while  the  mortality  from  the  developmental  diseases  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age  fell  from  160  to  130. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  births  registered  in  the  year 
amounted  to  3,448,  the  mean  birth  rate  for  the  Combined 
District  being  22’8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  also  the 
lowest  reached  in  the  years  1895-1905  inclusive.  The  regis- 
tered deaths  numbered  2,021 ; the  nett  mortality,  after  the 
necessary  corrections  were  made  for  “non-residents”  dying 
in  public  institutions  within  the  district  and  for  “residents” 
dying  in  institutions  outside  it,  being  1,961.  The  mean  death 
rate  was  12’9,  also  the  lowest  since  1906,  when  it  was  12-7  per 
1,000.  The  infantile  deaths  were  in  the  ratio  of  80  per  1,000 
registered  births. — see  Table  I.  for  the  Combined  District. 

For  further  details  see  Tables  A.,  B , C.,  D.  and  V. 
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TABLE  1. 


TABLE  IV. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 
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At  Census  of  1901 : Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  375,535  ; Total  population 
at  all  ages,  151,273  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  32,835  : Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4‘6o. 
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Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying 

Other  Causes 

SHsnvo 
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Births  in  the  year  ) « Registered  Deaths  from  ) Population  I 

legitimate  and  illegitimate  f all  Causes  at  all  Ages  ) ’ ^ to  middle  of  1905  / ^5^’57S 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT.  1905. 


Vital  Statistics  for  1903,  and  Death  Rates  “Aii  Causes”  1895  to  1904  inclusive. 


I In  tile  columns  marked  thus  (|)  the  “special”  Inmates  of  Public  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  Public  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  in  Union  Houses  are  distributed 
in  the  respective  Districts  according  to  previous  residence  ; those  of  persons  not  belonging  to  any  of  them  being  entirely  excluded. 


Names  of 

Sanitary  Districts. 

Enumerated 
Population  at 

Census  of  1901. 

Nett  Corrected 

Population 

estimated  to 

middle  of  19054 

Births  Registered 

1905. 

% 

fS  +4 

41  . 

P S' 

4J  ^ 

1905. 

Corrected  Death  Rale 

per  1,000 

living. 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  living. 

Nett 

Death  Rate 

p.  1,000  living. 

1904 

*903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1S98 

1897 

1896 

1895 

Averages  for 
ten  years 
1895  lo  1904 
inclusive. 

NEWBURY  RURAI 

9,996 

9,887 

207 

117 

20'9 

irS 

147 

13-6 

I4I 

15-0 

i5'6 

147 

150 

15-3 

15-3 

i8'2 

151 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

1 1,061 

10,972 

247 

159 

22*5 

14-5 

14-5 

15-3 

15-1 

15-1 

17-2 

i6-o 

15  8 

139 

125 

15-9 

15-3 

IIUNGERFORD  RURAL  ... 

8,468 

8,194 

197 

127 

24-0 

15-5 

150 

151 

15-0 

15-0 

15-0 

17’3 

I4'4 

i8-o 

12  7 

15-6 

15-3 

R.AMSBURY  RURAI 

7.094 

6,754 

179 

109 

26‘5 

i6-i 

17-2 

i6'6 

15-6 

15-9 

i4'8 

15-2 

i8'2 

■30 

i0‘8 

I2I 

147 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

8.370 

8,049 

220 

138 

27-3 

I7'0 

12  2 

127 

14-1 

13-1 

16-3 

15-7 

15-2 

13-2 

13-2 

15-9 

14  I 

culham  rural 

2,421 

2-331 

50 

37 

21-4 

15-9 

II  4 

147 

12-8 

i8-i 

17-0 

16-9 

16  7 

153 

156 

18-4 

i6-2 

ABINGDON  URBAN  

6,480 

6,372 

151 

87 

23-7 

13-6 

I2I 

14-1 

15-4 

13-7 

183 

177 

15-9 

131 

14-2 

l8-2 

*5-3 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  ... 

6,204 

5,419 

160 

96 

293 

17-7 

ii'S 

13-6 

i6*2 

11*4 

I r8 

l2-g 

14*4 

1 1-8 

14  0 

*3  3 

IJO 

CROWMARSH  RURAL 

4.774 

4,671 

107 

65 

22*9 

13-9 

13-4 

i3'9 

15-9 

17-0 

140 

17-1 

16  0 

15-3 

16-9 

197 

>5'9 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  ... 

2,808 

2,598 

56 

37 

21 5 

14-2 

203 

17'S 

16  2 

14-9 

21*9 

i0‘3 

16-5 

13-4 

130 

15-4 

16-4  ; 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

15,260 

15,274 

306 

206 

20-0 

13-5 

13 1 

117 

12-3 

13-6 

I4'8 

14-3 

13-4 

12-7 

12-2 

137 

13-1 

GORING  RURAL  

2,857- 

2,886 

48 

31 

i6-6 

107 

lO’l 

12-8 

I2'I 

14-5 

10*4 

14-9 

I2-S 

94 

13-2 

iri 

13-1  j 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

10,574 

10,970 

264 

128 

24-9 

12-8 

13-7 

127 

If7 

i4'6 

16-3 

*3’9 

12-3 

120 

12-8 

15-1 

13-5  1 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  ... 

12,980 

13,891 

311 

180 

22-4 

12-9 

12-4 

117 

14-2 

127 

I4'5 

16  0 

14-3 

13-2 

14-4 

12  7 

136 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL. 

15.757 

15,899 

367 

168 

23-1 

10-5 

124 

11-3 

10  8 

lOI 

14-6 

12-9 

13-7 

I2'l 

I 1-2 

125 

I2'l 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

14,274 

14,774 

3*9 

152 

21-6 

10-3 

12-6 

10-3 

136 

I2'I 

I2'4 

13-3 

I4’6 

11-5 

104 

13-3 

12-4 

EGHAM  RURAL  

11,895 

12,361 

259 

124 

20*9 

100 

93 

107 

12*0 

12-5 

12T 

13-7 

13 1 

15-4 

10-4 

12-9 

12'2 

Mean 

Rales  for 

Combin 

ed  Sani 

tary  District 

TOTAL 

151.273 

151,302 

3-418 

1,961 

23-8 

13-0 

130 

128 

136 

13-6 

150 

148 

145 

137 

12-7 

14-7 

138 
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TABLE  “B.” 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT.  1905. 


Table  of  Death  Rates  per  1,000  Births,  and  of 
Death  Rates  per  1,000  livingf  from  the  principal  Diseases. 


Names  of 

Sanitary  Districts. 

Rate  of  Nett 

Deaths  All  Ages 

per  1,000  Births. 

Rate  of  Nett 

Deaths  under  i yr. 

per  1,000  Births. 

Small  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheiia  and 
Memb.  Croup. 

Enteric  and 

Contd.  Fever. 

Influenza. 

Diarrhoea, 

Dysentery  and 

Inftle.  Enteritis. 

Phthisis. 

Cancer. 

Pulmonary 

Inflammations. 

*l>evelopmental 

Diseases 

under  5 )ears. 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

565 

58 

to 

• •• 

TO 

• •• 

... 

•10 

TO 

IT2 

IT2 

1-41 

•20 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

644 

89 

... 

•18 

•09 

■09 

... 

... 

•27 

t8 

1-45 

I-S5 

2-28 

roo 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  

643 

lOI 

... 

... 

... 

•36 

T2 

... 

... 

T2 

•6 1 

■61 

I '83 

ITO 

RAMSBURY  RURAL  

609 

lOI 

... 

... 

... 

•44 

... 

... 

•28 

•44 

177 

•82 

2-07 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

627 

82 

... 

... 

... 

•37 

... 

... 

•24 

... 

•74 

174 

2TI 

•99 

CULHAM  RURAL 

740 

120 

... 

•42 

... 

... 

•42 

... 

•42 

... 

•42 

■42 

1-68 

... 

ABINGDON  URBAN  

576 

73 

... 

•16 

... 

•16 

•47 

... 

•32 

•16 

1-25 

•96 

2'35 

0-75 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  

600 

106 

... 

•55 

... 

•18 

•18 

•18 

•55 

•18 

•73 

•73 

2-03 

1-29 

CROWMARSH  RURAL  

605 

56 

... 

•42 

•21 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2TO 

•84 

I '26 

•63 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  

661 

125 

... 

154 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•38 

1-94 

1-54 

1-94 

BRADFIELD  RURAL  

673 

91 

... 

■59 

... 

•13 

•33 

•13 

•45 

*26 

•78 

•65 

2-55 

1-37 

GORING  RURAL  

645 

125 

... 

... 

... 

•35 

... 

... 

•35 

•70 

70 

2-45 

70 

COOKhlAM  RURAL  ...  

10 

00 

61 

... 

•09 

... 

•54 

... 

... 

... 

.18 

•72 

1-53 

I -80 

•63 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  

579 

80 

... 

■07 

... 

•2.1 

... 

... 

■21 

•28 

1-22 

■93 

2-37 

72 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  ... 

457 

71 

... 

*06 

... 

■23 

•06 

■06 

T2 

•18 

■82 

•82 

IT9 

•88 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

476 

69 

... 

•40 

■07 

•14 

... 

... 

•54 

I'OI 

•94 

1-28 

•61 

EGHAM  RURAL  

479 

62 

•08 

•08 

•89 

•40 

•08 

... 

... 

•89 

•89 

IT3 

•64 

Mean  Rate  for  Combined  I 

569 

80 

•22 

•03 

•27 

•12 

Sanitary  District  ...  } 

«• . 

•04 

•16 

•19 

•94 

105 

1-86 

•86 

* “Developmental  Diseases”  (under  5 years)  include: — Rickets,  Tabes,  Marasmus,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk, 
Malformations,  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  Laringismus,  and  Teething. 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
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TABLE  “ D.” 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Returns,  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  of  Sanitary  Works  carried  out  in  the  Year  1905 


Kame  ol  District 

Newbury 

Rural 

1 

Newbury 

Urban 

Hungerford 

Rural 

Ramsbury 

Rural 

1 

Abingdon 

Rural 

Culham 

Rural 

1 

Abingdon 

Urban 

i 

Wallingford 

Rural 

1 

Crowmarsh 

Rural 

Wallingford 

Urban. 

Bradfield 

Rural 

1 

Goring 

Rural 

1 

Cookham 

Rural 

Maidenhead 

Urban 

East- 

hampstead 

Rural 

Windsor 

Rural 

Egham 

Rural 

Total. 

Total  Area  in  Acres  ^including  Inland  Water) 

42,388 

1,828 

44,816 

51,614 

42,210 

12,346 

728 

22,152 

20,164 

380 

54,641 

9,728 

27,801 

2,125 

27*033 

10,567 

7,786 

369,207 

Xaine  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances 

0 

Sm 

J3 

pd 

<D 

*E 

c, 

0) 

•SP 

s 

c 

0) 

u 

u 

Vi 

(O 

.s 

(i 

.d 

V) 

a 

d 

0 

<U 

C 

• fH 

0 

. c 

'T’a 

. <2 

M 

cJ 

w 

<6 

u 

fC 

0 

3 

p; 

• S 

> s 
So 

U 

£ 

£ 

^ 0 

w 

d 

d 

d 

£ 

IH  <u  . 

cd  > 

H 

H 

d 

£ 

< 

<i 

£ 

£ 

u 

0 

w 

I.  No.  of  Premises  visited  
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2.  „ Inspections  in  Detail  

... 
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377 
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... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

20 

5 

12 

3 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

43 

1 27A. 

„ Common  Lodging-houses  „ 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  42,060  acres  land,  328  inland  water.  Occupied  houses 
(Census  1901)  2,348;  population  9,996 — equal  to  4*3  persons 
per  house  and  one  to  each  4*25  acres. 

South  of  the  Kennet  the  Woolwich  and  Reading  beds 
prevail  and  north  of  the  river  the  chalk.  The  river  basins  of 
the  Kennet  and  Lambourne  streams  are  on  the  drift  gravels. 

Between  1891  and  1901  the  population  decreased  at 
a yearly  mean  rate  of  45 •8.  Assuming  this  to  have  con- 
tinued since,  the  approximate  number  at  the  middle  of  1905 
would  be  9,887,  and  the  birth  and  death  rates  are  calculated 
on  this  assumption,  but  as  plans  for  1 1 1 new  houses  have  been 
passed  since  the  Census,  while  only  six  have  been  closed  as 
unfit  for  occupation,  it  is  possible  that  there  has  really  been  an 
increase  instead  of  a decrease  in  the  population  during  this 
period. 

Sewerage,  &c.— The  village  of  Thatcham  is  sewered,  the 
crude  sewage  being  delivered,  after  passing  through  a screen, 
directly  on  the  land  which  absorbs  it.  There  is  not  any  per- 
ceptible effluent.  Donnington  sewerage  has  been  extended 
during  the  year  after  a Local  Government  Board  enquiry  held 
by  F.  H.  Tullock,  Esq.,  an  Inspector  of  the  Board.  The  outfall 
sewer  is  connected  with  the  Borough  system,  as  will  be  that  of 
the  Speen  system,  which  has  been  commenced.  Stockcross 
will  have  an  independent  outfall,  but  the  details  of  the  scheme 
are  not  yet  settled. 

Water  Supply. — The  mains  of  the  Newbury  Water  Com- 
pany are  laid  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  the  rest  of  the  district 
is  entirely  dependent  on  wells.  Three  samples  were  taken  for 
examination,  two  of  them  gave  rather  unsatisfactory  results. 

Isolation  Hospital.— The  hospital  on  Wash  Common  is 
available  for  the  rural  district,  and  fifteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
were  taken  to  it  for  treatment  in  1905. 
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Sanitary  Work— Mr.  Walter  Church,  sanitary  inspector, 
reports  the  inspection  of  415  premises,  a number  below  his 
usual  return,  as  he  met  with  a serious  accident  while  engaged 
in  his  duty,  which  incapacitated  him  for  several  weeks,  but 
from  which  I am  glad  to  say  he  has  made  a good  recovery. 
Nuisances  were  found  on  106  and  abated  on  loi  premises. 
Fifty-nine  related  to  insanitary  houses  or  faulty  closets  and 
drains.— see  Table  D.  Plans  under  the  Building  Bye-Laws 
were  passed  for  fifteen  houses,  and  certificates  of  water  supply 
were  granted  for  nine.  Two  houses  were  closed  as  unfit  for 
occupation. 

Thirty-six  cowsheds  and  dairies,  six  slaughterhouses  and 
nine  bakehouses  were  inspected,  and  for  the  most  part  found 
in  satisfactory  condition,  but  eight  required  cleansing,  as  did 
ten  out  of  twenty  piggeries  visited.  Ten  cowhouses,  &c.,  were 
put  on  the  Register. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901  —Ten  workshops 
and  one  factory  (paper  mills)  were  inspected  and  found  to  be 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Sickness.— Four  notifications  of 
diphtheria  were  received  during  the  year,  twenty  of  scarlet 
fever,  two  of  enteric  fever  and  seven  of  erysipelas. 

Diphtheria.— Three  mild  cases  were  reported  in  August 
and  September  at  Chieveley  school  house,  the  infection  being 
imported  from  outside  the  district.  The  school  was  closed  for 
a time  and  the  school  house  disinfected  before  reopening. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Thirteen  of  the  notified  attacks  occurred 
in  the  outskirts  of  Newbury,  where  the  complaint  prevailed 
during  the  last  half  of  the  year,  and  Donnington  school  was 
temporarily  closed.  The  remainder  were  spread  over  the 
district  and  fifteen  cases  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Enteric  Fever.  Each  of  the  two  cases  was  in  premises 
the  sanitary  condition  of  which  was  unsatisfactory  in  some 
respects.  No  other  history  was  obtainable. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Complaints.-In  January 


Brimpton  school  had  to  be  closed  for  an  outbreak  of  measles, 
and  in  December  it  was  again  closed,  as  was  Beenham  school, 
for  the  same  reason.  Chicken  Pox  broke  out  at  Thatcham  in 
March  and  at  Greeriham  in  October,  in  which  month  there  was 
also  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  at  Midgham  and  Wool- 
hampton.  The  respective  schools  were  closed  for  some  weeks 
in  consequence.  There  was  one  death  from  measles  and  one 
from  whooping  cough. 

Vital  Statistics.— The  births  registered  in  the  year  were 
207 — M.  103,  F.  104 — and  there  were  loi  deaths,  viz.,  first 
quarter,  24  ; second  quarter,  32 ; third  quarter,  22 ; fourth 
quarter,  23 — which,  with  eleven  in  Newbury  Workhouse,  two 
in  the  District  Hospital,  and  three  in  the  County  Asylum  of 
previous  residents  in  the  district,  make  the  nett  number  117 — 
M.  62,  F.  53.  The  birth  rate  was  20‘9  and  the  nett  death  rate 
1 1 ‘8  of  the  population  as  estimated  on  the  basis  of  the  Census 
of  1901,  but  if  allowance  is  made  for  the  houses  erected  and 
occupied  since  that  date  the  rates  would  be  proportionately 
lowered.  There  were  only  twelve  deaths  of  infants  in  their 
first  year,  giving  the  low  rate  of  fifty-eight  deaths  per  1,000 
registered  births ; half  of  these  resulted  from  pulmonary 
inflammations  or  premature  birth — see  Table  V. — while  the 
forty- nine  deaths  of  persons  over  sixty-five  represent  nearly 
42^  of  the  mortality  at  all  ages. 

Consumption,  cancer,  and  apoplexy  or  other  diseases  of 
the  brain,  each  proved  fatal  to  eleven  persons,  as  did  heart 
complaints  to  nineteen,  and  pulmonary  inflammations  as  also 
old  age  and  decay  to  fourteen. 

The  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  the  under- 
mentioned diseases  were — 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  i‘i2 

Cancer  ri2 

Pulmonary  Inflammations  1-4 1 

Developmental  Diseases  ) ^ 
under  five  years  or  ag’e  j 


Measles  ...  O’ 10 

Whooping  Cough  O’ 10 
Influenza  ...  O' 10 

Enteritis  ...  O’lO 


NEWBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 


TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents” — Nil. 


Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  ” from  it : — 

Union  House,  Cottage  Hospital,  and  Isolation  Hospital,  Newbury;  County  Asylum,  Moulsford. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

At  Census  of  1901  : Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  42,060  ; Total  population 
at  all  ages,  9,996  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,348  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4*3. 


TABLE  111. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

cases 

NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 
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FROM  EACH 
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TABLE  IV, 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 
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Isolation  Hospital  at  Wash  Common,  Newbury,  used  jointly  by  Rural  and  Urban  Authorities. 
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NEWBURY  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  1,804  acres  land,  and  24  inland  water;  inhabited  houses 
(Census  1901)  2,580;  population  11,061,  being  4-3  persons  per 
house  and  61  to  the  acre. 

The  centre  of  the  town  is  on  the  Kennet  river  drift — north 
and  south  it  extends  up  the  chalk  slopes, — overlaid  in  places 
by  London  clay  or  the  Woolwich  and  Reading  beds. 

Since  the  last  Census  202  houses  have  been  built  and  oc- 
cupied, and  plans  for  forty-one  were  passed  last  year.  This 
points  to  a probable  increase  of  800  persons  over  the  number 
enumerated  in  1901 — but  as  the  actual  facts  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained till  the  next  Census  is  taken,  the  vital  statistics  for  1905 
have  been  calculated  as  usual  on  the  basis  of  the  returns  of  the 
last;  but  assuming  the  increase  in  numbers  to  which  I have 
referred,  these  rates  would  be  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  true 
ones.  For  the  purposes  of  this  report  the  population  is  esti- 
mated at  10,972  at  the  middle  of  the  year. 

Sewerage,  &c. — The  whole  town  is  sewered,  and  the  w.c.s 
of  all  newly-erected  houses  and  the  majority  of  the  older  ones 
have  proper  flushing  arrangements.  The  sewage  is  satisfac- 
torily treated  in  septic  tanks  at  the  outfall  at  Thatcham  before 
it  is  passed  on  to  the  ground.  The  scavenging  of  the  town  is 
systematic  and  well  carried  out.  The  newly-built  houses  have 
services  laid  on  from  the  mains  of  the  Water  Company  and 
twelve  have  been  provided  for  some  of  the  older  tenements 
during  the  year.  Two  samples  of  well  waters  were  taken  for 
analysis  and  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Isolation  Hospital.— Thirty-eight  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
with  two  of  diphtheria,  were  treated  in  the  hospital  in  1905. 

Sanitary  Work.— Mr.  S.  J.  L.  Vincent,  sanitary  inspector, 
reports  the  inspection  of  132  premises  and  the  detection  of 
nuisances  on  thirty-one  (mostly  blocked  drains  or  insanitary 
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closets)  all  of  which  were  abated — see  Table  D.  Sixteen  pre- 
mises were  provided  with  new  w.c.s.  Thirteen  bakehouses, 
eight  slaughterhouses  and  four  piggeries  were  inspected  and 
found  to  be  properly  kept  according  to  the  regulations,  as  were 
eight  cowsheds  and  twenty-four  dairies  and  milkshops,  two 
fresh  ones  being  put  on  the  register. 

Common  Lodginghouses.— The  three  old  ones  and  the 
Church  Army  Home  were  carefully  inspected  and  measured 
under  the  new  regulations  prior  to  being  put  on  the  register. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. — Twenty-nine  samples  were  taken 
for  analysis,  viz.,  milk,  twelve;  butter,  four;  spirits,  thirteen. 
All  were  found  to  be  genuine  and  unadulterated. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.— Eighty-two  pre- 
mises are  on  the  register,  the  principal  ones  being  twenty-eight 
dressmakers,  fifteen  ironmongers,  five  tailors,  fourteen  bakers 
with  twenty  of  sundry  trades.  One  case  of  overcrowding  was 
found  and  remedied  after  reference  to  H.M.  Inspector. 

Notifiable  Sickness. — Seventy -five  notifications  were 
received,  viz.,  diphtheria,  six ; erysipelas,  eight ; scarlet  fever, 
fifty-nine  ; enteric  fever,  tw'O.  The  only  fatal  case  was  one  of 
scarlet  fever. 

Diphtheria. — Three  of  the  attacks  occurred  in  January 
and  February;  there  were  two  in  September  and  one  in 
December.  There  was  not  any  traceable  history  of  exposure 
to  infection  or  of  connection  between  them ; three  cases  were 
treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  others  at  home. 

Scarlet  Fever. — During  the  first  five  months  of  the  year 
only  six  cases  occurring  in  different  parts  of  the  towm  were 
notified.  In  July  three  more  attacks  were  reported,  with  two 
in  August.  In  September  there  was  an  extension  of  the  out- 
break, eleven  cases  being  notified,  with  eighteen  in  October, 
including  six  children  in  the  Union  House.  In  November  there 
were  fourteen  fresh  attacks,  and  the  number  dropped  to  six  in 
December.  The  earlier  cases  were  mostly  children  attending 
the  same  elementary  school,  but  later  on  the  complaint  broke 
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TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents” — 

Union  House,  Cottage  Hospital,  and  Isolation  Hospital. 


Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  " from  it : — 
County  Asylum,  Moulsford ; and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

At  Census  of  1901 ; Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  1,804  » Total  population 
at  all  ages,  11,061  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  3,580  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4’3. 


TABLE  111. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease. 
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Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 
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Chicken  Pox  ... 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1906. 
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I 

I 
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I 

I 
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I 

I 
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I 

I 
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I 

6 
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I 

2 
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I 
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I 

I 
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Isolation  Hospital  at  Wash  Common,  Newbury,  used  jointly  by  Rural  and  Urban  Authorities. 


NEWBURY  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


> 

UJ 

CD 

< 

h 


co 

£ 

4^ 

c 

0 


■D 

C 

flS 

0) 

0 

0 


0 VA 

y)  ^ 

O O 
■o  b 

■M  0 
■M  ^ 

CO  0 


10 


c 

>i 

15 

t 

o 


Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

w : 
w 

:th:  : : : : ;S:  • • •’"'i  :»«;  ; ; ; 

•sxijuop^  Z1  - II 

~ 1 

: : ^ : : : : : ; j i ; ; • ; i : 

•sqjuoi,\]  11-01 

•sqjuoi.\I  01  • 6 

“ : 

1 \ \ \ ^ : 

■sqjuoKI  6-8 

N 5 

^ ^ : I ::  : 

cs» 

■sqiuo]^  8-Z 

01 

•sq;uop\]  l-g 

c» 

sqjuoK;  9 - S 

- : 

i 1 1 1 : " : : : : 1 1 1 “ : 1 ! i 1 1 i 1 1 1 i : i 

c» 

■sqiuoi,y[  S - 1 

“ •: 

•smuoj\r  1-  - £ 

“ 1 

•sqjuoj^f  £ - z 

•sqauoj/\[  z - i 

: 

: 1 : : : ; - : I : : : : ^ : 1 : : i : : : i : 

T}1 

■qiuoi\T  1 
iapun  [>JlojL 

wo 

: ; 1 ; 1 1 : 1 = 1 1 1 ; : i i i i ; i 1 ! ; ; ; i 

f • £ 

“ ; 

•sqaa^  £ - z 

“ : 

: I 1 1 ; 

rH 

•sqaa^YV  ^ ‘ 1 

■qaa^V  I -i^pufi 

CO  ; 

i i i = i -i:  i i : i : 

CO 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

I Certified 

1 Uncertified 

’ Small-pox  

Chicken-pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever ... 

Diphtheria : Croup 

. Whooping  Cough 

' Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

' Enteritis  (not  Tuberculous)... 

( Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal  "1 
Catarrh  ...  ...  / 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk... 

, Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

) Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : ) 

1 Tabes  Mesenterica  ) 

' Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions  ... 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying 

Other  Causes 

sasfivo 

nv 

S3s.!9s.a 

snoipsjuj  UOUIU103  i^mqji'BiQ  sno|noiaqnj^ 

Births  in  the  year  ) Registered  Deaths  from  ) Population  ^ 

legitimate  and  illegitimate  J all  Causes  at  all  Ages  | to  middle  of  1905  / *°»972 
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out  in  other  schools,  and  two  were  temporarily  closed  on  ac- 
count of  the  outbreak.  Thirty-nine  children  were  between  five 
and  fifteen  years  of  age,  seven  were  older,  and  thirty-eight 
were  taken  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  is  little  doubt  but 
that  the  long  duration  of  the  outbreak  was  due  to  slight  and 
unrecognized  attacks  which  escaped  notification. 

Enteric  Fever.— One  case  was  that  of  a child  living  in 
an  insanitary  house,  the  other  was  an  adult  inmate  of  the  Union. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Complaints.— During  the 
autumn  there  were  considerable  outbreaks  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough,  for  which  the  infant  divisions  of  two  schools 
were  closed,  and  three  deaths  of  young  children  resulted  from 
them — the  same  number  died  from  an  outbreak  of  influenza,  and 
there  were  two  deaths  from  infantile  diarrhoea  and  enteritis. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  year’s  registered  births  numbered 
247 — M.  126,  F.  12 1 ; the  deaths  were  175,  viz.,  first  quarter,  38; 
second  quarter,  52;  third  quarter,  38;  fourth  quarter,  47 — this 
total  including  twenty-three  in  the  Union  House  and  eighteen 
in  the  District  Hospital,  as  also  one  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
Thirteen  of  these  were  previously  residents  in  the  rural  district 
and  seven  belonged  to  other  places;  deducting  these  twenty 
and  adding  four  deaths  in  the  County  Asylum  of  former  resi- 
dents, the  nett  mortality  was  159 — M.  85,  F.  74.  Twenty-two 
were  infantile  deaths,  amounting  to  eighty-nine  per  1,000 
births — see  Tables  IV.  and  V. — thirteen  resulting  from  atrophy 
or  developmental  complaints  and  five  from  bronchitis.  Sixty- 
five  deaths,  or  nearly  4196  of  those  at  all  ages,  were  persons 
over  sixty-five  years  old ; twenty -three  of  these  died  from 
general  decay,  nine  from  cancer,  nine  from  pulmonary  inflam- 
mations, flve  from  heart  and  five  from  brain  diseases. 

The  birth  rate  was  22-5  and  the  death  rate  I4'5  per  1,000 
of  the  population  estimated  on  the  basis  of  the  Census  returns. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  sixteen  persons,  cancerous  dis- 
eases to  seventeen,  pulmonary  inflammations  to  twenty-five, 
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heart  complaints  to  thirteen  and  diseases  of  the  nervous  system 
to  ten,  of  all  ages — see  Table  IV. 

The  rates  per  i,ooo  of  the  population  for  the  following 
causes  of  death  were — 


Measles 

...  0-i8 

Phthisis 

1-45 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  0‘09 

Cancer 

i-ss 

Whooping  Cough  0-09 

Pulmonary  Inflammations 

2 28 

Influenza 

...  0-27 

Developmental  Diseases  | 

I *00 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  ...  O' 18 

under  five  years  of  age  j 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  44,664  acres  land,  155  inland  water;  occupied  houses 
(Census  1901)  1)964;  population  8,468 — equal  to  4*3  persons 
per  house  and  one  to  every  5 ‘3  acres. 

The  district  is  mainly  on  the  chalk,  excepting  the  strips 
adjoining  the  Kennet  and  Lambourn  river  beds  and  a small 
area  on  the  Woolwich  and  Reading  beds,  to  the  south  of 
Hungerford. 

Between  1891  and  1901  the  population  lessened  by  526 
persons,  and  if  a like  decrease  has  continued  since,  the  popula- 
tion would  be  8, 194  at  the  middle  of  1905;  but  as  forty-four 
houses  have  been  erected  since  the  Census  was  taken  (fourteen 
of  them  in  the  past  year),  while  eight  only  have  been  closed  as 
unfit  for  occupation,  this  estimate  may  be  a little  too  low — it  is 
however  adopted  as  the  basis  of  the  “ rates"  given  in  this  report. 

As  in  1901  nearly  240  of  the  older  cottages  had  not  more 
than  three  rooms  each,  and  150  only  two  rooms  apiece,  there 
are  many  cases  in  which  the  Registrar-General’s  standard  of 
proper  density  of  occupation,  viz.,  two  persons  per  room,  is 
exceeded,  and  as  there  is  only  a very  limited  amount  of  new 
building  in  the  district,  they  are  difficult  to  deal  with  satisfactorily 
in  the  absence  of  better  accommodation.  Eighteen  insanitary 
or  overcrowded  cottages  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  and 
two  were  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation. 

Up  to  now  the  whole  district  is  without  sewerage,  the 
plans  sanctioned  for  the  sewering  of  Hungerford  still  being  in 
abeyance  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen 
in  connection  with  the  rights  of  the  Commoners.  During  the 
autumn  notices  were  issued  by  the  District  Council  calling 
upon  the  inhabitants  to  “make  such  provision  as  may  be 
necessary  to  prevent  sewage,  &c.,  from  passing  into  the  street 
gutters,  canals,  or  streams";  but  any  consequent  improvement 
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as  regards  this  matter  will  I fear  be  only  partial  and  temporary 
until  the  town  is  sewered. 

As  regards  water  supply,  Hungerford  has  now  an  excellent 
public  supply  available  for  use  from  a deep  well  in  the  chalk. 
All  the  rest  of  the  district  is  dependent  on  wells,  many  of  them 
however  being  sunk  deep  into  the  chalk  and  the  water  good. 

There  is  not  any  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  district,  except  a 
small  iron  building  intended  for  small  pox  cases  only. 

Sanitary  Work.— Mr.  Pinniger,  sanitary  inspector,  reports 
the  inspection  of  923  premises  during  the  year,  on  1 16  of  which 
ordinary  nuisances  were  found,  all  but  two  of  which  were 
abated — see  Table  D.  Twenty-three  premises  were  provided 
with  pail  closets  and  four  with  water  supplies.  Twenty-six  cow- 
sheds, twenty-five  bakehouses,  and  seven  slaughterhouses  were 
inspected.  Cleansing  and  whitewashing  were  required  on 
twenty-one  of  them,  fourteen  being  bakehouses. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.— Sixty-six  premises 
were  inspected ; fourteen  required  cleansing,  which  was  done, 
and  on  two,  defective  sanitary  arrangements  were  set  right; 
all  the  remainder  were  found  to  be  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act.  There  are  not  any  factories  at  work 
in  the  district  at  the  present  time,  and  only  twenty-nine  young 
persons  are  employed  in  workshops  in  the  whole  district. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Sickness. — The  notifications  re- 
ceived were  diphtheria,  one ; scarlet  fever,  twenty-five ; 
erysipelas,  one. 

The  diphtheria  case,  a fatal  one,  was  that  of  a militiaman 
who  came  home  ill  from  his  training. 

Scarlet  Fever.— All  but  two  of  the  notified  cases  were  in 
the  vicinity  of  Lambourn,  and  four  of  them  in  the  village  itself. 
Four  were  notified  in  January  and  February,  but  all  the  others 
occurred  between  the  loth  and  21st  of  December,  in  nine 
families.  The  meijority  of  the  attacks  were  exceedingly  mild, 
ana  the  spread  of  the  complaint  appears  to  have  been  the  result 
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of  school  infection  or  else  of  unrecognized  and  untreated  cases 
in  which  no  sanitary  precautions  were  observed. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Complaints.— There  were 
outbreaks  of  whooping  cough  and  chicken  pox,  as  also  of 
mumps  and  impetigo  at  Kintbury,  Inkpen,  Hungerford,  New- 
town and  Shefford.  Whooping  cough  proved  fatal  to  three 
infants,  and  diarrhoea  to  one  young  child. 

Vital  Statistics.— The  registered  births  of  the  year  were 
197 — M.  88,  F.  109,  and  there  were  136  deaths,  viz.,  first 
quarter,  44  ; second  quarter,  27  ; third  quarter,  29;  fourth 
quarter,  36.  Twenty-two  had  been  inmates  of  the  Union 
House,  of  whom  nine  belonged  to  Ramsbury  district — deducting 
these,  the  nett  deaths  were  127 — M.  58,  F.  69 — see  Tables  I. 
and  IV.  Sixty-two,  or  nearly  50^,  were  persons  above  sixty- 
five  years  old  and  twenty  were  infants  under  a twelvemonth, 
half  of  them  being  prematurely  born  or  dying  from  develop- 
mental complaints — see  Table  V.  This  infantile  mortality  was 
at  the  rate  of  lOi  per  1,000  registered  births.  The  birth  rate 
was  24‘0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  and  the  nett 
death  rate  at  all  ages  was  13*5. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  consumption,  five  from  cancer 
and  fifteen  from  pulmonary  inflammations.  Fourteen  were 
referred  to  heart  diseases,  eleven  to  apoplexy  or  diseases  of  the 
nervous  system,  five  to  developmental  diseases  of  young 
children  and  twenty-five  to  old  age  and  decay. 

The  rates  per  1,000  for  the  following  causes  of  death 


were — 

Whooping  Cough  0'36 
Diphtheria  ...  O' 12 
Diarrhoea  ...  O' 12 
Consumption  ...  0'6i 


Cancer  ...  ...  ...  0'6i 

Pulmonary  Inflammations  1-83 
Developmental  Diseases  ) 
under  five  years  of  age  ) 


ERRATA  IN  TABLE  I. 


Line  1905,  Column  10,  for  7 read  9 
,,  ,,  ,,  II,  for  4 read  nil 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  1. 


TABLE  IV. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents  ’’ — 

Union  House. 


Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  ” from  it : — 
County  Asylum,  Moulsford ; and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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RAMSBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  51,471  acres  land,  143  inland  water.  At  the  Census  of 
1901  there  were  1,747  occupied  houses  and  229  unoccupied. 
Population  7,097 — M.  3,574,  F.  3,523.  Density  of  occupation 
4'6  persons  per  house,  one  person  to  every  seven  acres. 

Geological  Formation. — The  district  is  chiefly  on  the 
chalk,  which  at  the  Bedwyns  is  overlaid  by  London  clay  or 
Woolwich  and  Reading-  beds,  but  at  Shalbourne  the  upper 
green  sand  comes  to  the  surface. 

Population.— Between  1891  and  1901  there  was  a decrease 
of  929  persons  mostly  between  fifteen  and  forty-five  years  of 
of  age.  Assuming  this  rate  of  decrease  to  have  continued,  the 
population  would  now  approximate  to  6,754. 

Housing.— In  1901,  91 1 cottages  had  fewer  than  five 
rooms  each,  but  51 1 were  four  roomed,  only  one  had  a single 
room,  and  in  only  four  instances  was  there  more  than  one 
family  in  a house.  During  1905  one  case  of  overcrowding  has 
been  abated;  eight  houses,  which  were  in  a foul  state,  have  been 
cleansed;  successful  proceedings  were  taken  to  obtain  a closing 
order  for  an  insanitary  dilapidated  cottage  at  Ramsbury,  and 
two  were  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation.  Very  many  cottages 
are  old  and  of  a poor  class,  but  very  little  building  is  going  on 
in  the  district.  Four  sets  of  plans  were  passed  under  the 
bye-laws,  and  one  house  has  been  built,  as  well  as  two  schools. 

Sewerage  and  Water  Supply.— No  part  of  the  district 
is  sewered,  nor  is  there  any  public  water  supply,  but  many  of 
the  wells  are  sunk  deeply  in  the  chalk,  and  except  where  local 
sources  of  polution  exist  the  water  is  usually  of  good  quality. 

Sanitary  Work. — Mr.  Pinniger,  sanitary  inspector,  reports 
the  inspection  of  833  premises  during  the  year.  Nuisances 
were  found  on  ninety-one  and  eighty-three  were  abated,  formal 
notices  being  served  for  twenty-four. — see  Table  D.,  Inspectors’ 
Returns.  Thirty-two  related  to  closets  and  house  drains,  seven 
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to  animals  improperly  kept.  Eig^ht  of  the  forty-eigfht  cowsheds 
inspected  required  cleansing",  as  did  ten  of  the  twenty-one 
bakehouses  and  two  of  the  five  slaughterhouses  inspected. 
The  common  practice  of  throwing"  house  slops  into  the  road- 
side gutters  is  a matter  which  requires  much  watchfulness  on 
the  part  of  the  inspector  to  prevent  nuisances  from  being 
caused  by  it. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act.— There  is  only  one  factory 
— a brick  works — in  the  district,  and  the  forty-one  workshops 
include  fourteen  blacksmiths,  ten  carpenters,  four  mills,  three 
harness  makers,  three  dressmakers,  two  foundries,  and  one 
each  of  five  other  trades.  The  requirements  of  the  Act  are 
observed,  the  air  space  is  ample,  there  is  proper  closet  accom- 
modation and  provision  against  fire.  Any  cleansing  and 
whitewashing  that  may  be  necessary  is  done  voluntarily  and 
without  formal  notices  being  required.  There  are  only  about 
twenty-five  young  persons,  chiefly  apprentices,  employed  in  the 
whole  district  and  there  are  not  any  outworkers. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Siokness.— The  district  has  been 
free  from  any  outbreak  throughout  the  year,  the  only  notifica- 
tions received  having  been  diphtheria,  one;  scarlet  fever,  three; 
erysipelas,  six.  No  case  was  fatal.  The  erysipelas  attacks 
were  spread  over  the  greater  part  of  the  year  and  over  different 
localities.  One  case  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  at  Froxfield  and 
the  other  two  in  Ramsbury,  one  being  at  an  inn  and  the  other  at 
a shop.  The  source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced  in  either 
case,  but  the  precautions  observed  prevented  any  spread. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Illness.— Whooping  Cough 
prevailed  in  May  and  June  at  Grafton,  causing  three  deaths  of 
infants,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  Chilton  school  for 
a time  early  in  the  year  on  account  of  an  outbreak  of  mumps. 

Vital  Statistics, — The  births  registered  in  1905  were 
M.  92,  F.  87,  total  179,  and  there  were  ninety-nine  deaths, 
viz.,  first  quarter,  36;  second  quarter,  25;  third  quarter,  21  ; 
fourth  quarter,  17— which,  with  ten  deaths  in  Hungerford 
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Union  House  of  previous  rt  sidenis,  g'ives  a corrected  total  of 
109 — M.  55,  F.  54,  the  birth  rate  being-  26-5  and  the  nett  death 
rate  i6’i  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  There  were 
eig'hteen  deaths  of  infants  less  than  a twelvemonth  old — -see 
Table  V. — thirteen  of  which  were  due  to  developmental  com- 
plaints or  premature  birth,  and  they  amounted  to  loi  per  1,000 
of  the  births  registered.  Both  the  birth  rate  and  the  death  rate 
was  in  excess  of  the  year’s  average  for  the  combined  district, 
but  more  than  half  the  deaths  (sixty- one)  were  of  persons 
above  sixty-five  years  old  ; and  deducting  these,  together  with 
the  infantile  mortality,  there  were  only  thirty  deaths  at  the 
intermediate  ages — thus  giving  a rate  of  but  five  per  1,000  for 
the  persons  living  at  that  age  period  in  1901.  Of  the  senile 
deaths  nine  resulted  from  various  forms  of  cancer — mostly 
affecting  some  of  the  digestive  organs^ — eleven  were  due  to 
heart  complaints,  ten  to  apoplexy  and  diseases  of  the  brain, 
while  eighteen  were  referred  simply  to  age  and  decay.  There 
were  only  three  deaths  from  phthisis,  the  same  number  from 
accidents,  and  one  from  lead  poisoning.  Three  uncertified 
deaths  were  registered,  one  being  an  infant  who  lived  only 
fifteen  minutes,  one  a boy  six  years  old,  and  the  third  a man 
found  dead  in  bed,  in  neither  of  which  was  any  cause  of  death 
stated  or  inquest  held. 

The  rates  per  1,000  for  the  undermentioned  diseases  were: — 


Whooping  Cough  0-44 

Cancer 

177 

Diarrhoea 

...  0-28 

Pulmonary  Inflammations 

0-82 

Phthisis 

...  0-44 

Developmental  Diseases  ( 
under  five  years  of  age  ) 

2-07 

RAMSBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT, 


TABLE  !. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  'within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents” — Nil. 


Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  ’’  from  it : — 

Union  House,  Hungerford  ; County  Asylum,  Moulsford  ; and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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1905 

6,754 

179 

265 

18 

101 

99 

147 

■' 

’’ 

10 

109 

161 

• Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

At  Census  of  1901  ; Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  51,471  ; Total  population 
at  all  ages,  7,094  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,747  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4’6. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 


At  all 
Ages. 


At  Ages — Years. 


Under 


I to  5. 


5 to  15. 


15  to  25. 


25  to  65. 


65  and 
upwards, 


NO.  OF  CASES 
REMOVED 
TO  HOSPITAL 
FROM  EACH 
LOCALITY. 


Small-pox 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 
Membranous  croup 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  fever  ... 
Typhus  fever  ... 
Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 
Plague  ...  ... 

Chicken  Pox  ... 


Totals 


10 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 


No.  of  Persons  living 
District  at  respecti 
ages,  Census  igoi 

Causes  of  Deate 

I 

All  ages. 

Under  I. 

I 6*  under  5. 

5 6*  under  15. 

vn 

"d 

c 

3 

xA 

rt- 

TJ 

C 

3 

<b 

n' 

’d 

c 

3 

65  6*  upwards. 

Deaths  in 

Public  Institutions. 

in 

ve 

7,094 

163 

636 

1606 

1054 

1657 

1266 

712 

. 

Death 

Dis 

2 

3 IN 

TRIG 

3 

OR  E 

r AT 

4 

ELO^ 

SUBJ 

5 

GING 

oine 

6 

TO 

D A 
7A 

WHO 

3ES. 

7B 

LE 

8 

Small-pox 

... 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

... 

Whooping-cough ... 

3 

2 

I 

Diphtheria  and  mem-  ) 

branous  croup 

Croup 

Typhus  ... 

Fever 

Enteric  ... 

Other  continued... 

Epidemic  influenza 

... 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhcea  ... 

2 

I 

I 

Enteritis  ... 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

Erysipelas 

Other 

septic  diseases 

I 

I 

tj 

Acute  rheumatism 

... 

Q 

Phthisis  ... 

3 

I 

I 

I 

•3 

Other  tubercular  diseases  . 

3 

I 

2 

... 

... 

a 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

12 

3 

9 

3 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

c 

Pneumonia 

4 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Pleurisy  ... 

I 

I 

Other  diseases  of  Respi-  \ 

C6 

ratory  organs 

...  / 

0 

Alcoholism 

...  \ 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

...} 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth  ... 

3 

3 

Diseases  and  accidents  | 

parturition  ... 

...  1 

Heart  diseases 

21 

I 

9 

II 

Other  diseases  of  circu-  1 

lating  system 

...  t 

Accidents  ... 

3 

I 

... 

2 

Suicides  

Apoplexy  and  cerebral  I 

hemorrhage 

...  i 

Other  diseases  of  brain  ) 

ant 

nervous  system 

5 

Diseases  of  digestive 

Jn 

system  ... 

) 

Hepatic  diseases  ... 

■ ^ 
p 

... 

Renal  diseases 

1 

5 

2 

2 

Rheumatism,  gout,  and  ) 

rheumatoid  arthritis  1 

Developmental  diseases 

under  5 years  of  age  j 

Old  age  and  decay 

18 

18 

All  other  causes  ... 

5 

... 

3 

M.  F. 

55  1 54 

All  causes  ... 

- 

18 

5 

5 

2 

18 

61 

109 

Isolation  Hospital : None  in  the  district. 


JRAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

TABLE  V. 

from  Stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months 
er  One  Year  of  Age. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

1 Certified 

1 Uncertified 

Small-pox  •••  ...  ... 

Chicken-pox  ...  ...  ... 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever ... 

Diphtheria : Croup  ... 

> Whooping  Cough  ... 

I Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

Enteritis  (not  Tuberculous)... 

1 Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal  > 
Catarrh j 

^ Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects 

Injury  at  Birth  

Want  of  Breast-milk 

1 Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : ] 

Tabes  Mesenterica  j’ 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  , 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis  

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions  ... 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis  

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying 

Other  Causes ... 
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ABINGDON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

Area  41,995  acres  land  and  210  inland  water;  occupied  houses 
(Census  1901)  1,942;  population  8,370— equal  to  4'3  persons 
per  house  and  about  one  to  every  five  acres. 

The  district,  excepting-  the  alluvial  strip  adjoining  the  Ock 
stream  and  the  Thames,  is  on  different  members  of  the  creta- 
ceous formation  and  on  the  oolites,  but  the  Hinkseys  are  on  the 
Oxford  clays. 

Population. — In  the  ten  years  1891-1901  there  was  a 
decrease  of  900  persons.  If  this  has  gone  on  till  now  (and  the 
vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  based  in  this  assumption)  the 
population  at  the  middle  of  1905  would  amount  to  8,049, 

I loi  new  houses  have  been  built  since  the  last  Census  (plans 
for  twenty-nine  were  sanctioned  by  the  Council  in  1905  and 
^ twenty-one  were  erected)  twenty-one  were  closed  as  being  unfit 
1 for  occupation,  it  is  therefore  very  possible  that  this  estimate 

r 

[ somewhat  understates  the  actual  population. 

I Housing. — The  district  contained,  in  1901,  383  cottages 

having  only  two  or  three  rooms  each  and  thirty-six  of  them 
\ were  tenanted  in  excess  of  the  Registrar-General’s  standard  of 
occupation  of  two  persons  per  room.  Four  cases  of  over- 
crowding were  dealt  with  in  1905,  two  foul  or  dilapidated 
tenements  were  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation,  and  fifteen  were 
cleansed  and  put  into  repair. 

Sewerage,  Water  Supply,  &c.— The  district  is  un- 
it sewered  and  there  is  not  any  public  scavenging.  Steventon, 
Milton  and  Fyfield  have  public  water  supplies,  but  elsewhere 
the  supply  is  entirely  from  wells.  Four  samples  were  taken 
for  analysis,  one  of  which  proved  to  be  very  impure  ; eighteen 
premises  were  provided  with  water,  viz.,  fourteen  from  wells 
and  four  from  public  mains.  Certificates  of  water  supply  were 
granted  for  fifteen  new  houses. 
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Isolation  Hospital.— Thirty-eight  patients  were  treated 
in  the  hospital  during  the  year,  viz.,  scarlet  fever,  twenty-eight, 
and  diphtheria,  eight,  with  one  each  of  enteric  fever  and 
erysipelas.  None  of  these  cases  were  fatal. 

Sanitary  Work.— Mr.  Warren,  sanitary  inspector,  reports 
the  inspection  of  140  premises,  fifty-five  of  them  in  detail. 
Nuisances  were  discovered  on  ninety-nine  and  abated  on  eighty- 
nine  of  them — see  Table  D.  Twenty-six  related  to  foul  closets, 
sewers  or  drains — w.c.s  being  provided  for  twelve  premises 
and  e.c.s  for  eleven;  ten  to  animals  improperly  kept,  and 
eleven  to  deficient  or  impure  water  .supplies. 

Cowhouses,  &c.— Of  seven  cowsheds  and  dairies  in- 
spected three  required  cleansing,  as  did  one  slaughterhouse 
and  four  of  the  seven  bakehouses  visited. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901— Two  factories,  two 
workshops  (laundries),  and  the  premises  of  thirteen  home- 
workers were  inspected.  Notices  prohibiting  work  during  the 
continuance  of  infectious  attacks  were  served  on  two  of  the 
last  named. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Sickness.— The  notifications  re- 
ceived were  diphtheria,  eight ; scarlet  fever,  thirty-one ; 
erysipelas,  six  ; enteric  fever,  one.  All  but  three  of  the  scarlet 
fever  cases  and  all  those  of  diphtheria  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  and  all  recovered. 

Diphtheria.— All  the  attacks  were  solitary  ones,  there  not 
being  any  traceable  connection  between  them.  All  but  one 
occurred  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  and  each  was  in  a 
different  locality.  In  one  instance  infection  was  probably 
brought  from  London,  in  another  the  drains  were  defective, 
and  in  a third  the  water  supply  was  obtained  from  a ditch.  In 
the  other  cases  there  were  not  any  special  insanitary  conditions 
or  history  of  known  exposure  to  infection. 

Scarlet  Fever.— In  January  three  attacks  were  reported 
in  one  family  at  Hinksey.  Between  February  and  June  there 
were  eight  cases  (one  or  two  a month)  in  Steventon,  Milton, 
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Kennington  and  Wootton.  In  July  the  complaint  broke  out  at 
Southmoor,  and  some  fifteen  cases  were  reported  up  to  the  end 
of  October,  mostly  in  that  locality,  in  Steventon  and  at  Kingston, 
the  infection  being  apparently  brought  into  the  district  from 
time  to  time  by  children  attending  the  elementary  schools  but 
living  outside  the  district  and  where  the  complaint  was  pre- 
valent. It  was  found  necessary  to  close  Kingston  and  Steventon 
schools  temporarily  and  to  disinfect  them  prior  to  reopening. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Sickness.—  In  February 
there  was  an  outbreak  of  whooping  cough  at  Milton,  and  in 
June  at  Cumnor,  both  schools  had  to  be  closed  for  a time. 
Two  infants  and  one  older  child  died  from  the  complaint. 
Drayton  school  was  also  closed  on  account  of  measles,  and 
attacks  of  influenza  were  fatal  to  two  adults. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  births  registered  during  the  year 
were  226 — M.  100,  F.  120,  and  the  deaths  125,  viz , first 
quarter,  31;  second  quarter,  34;  third  quarter,  27;  fourth 
quarter,  33.  Three  were  “non-residents”  dying  after  admis- 
sion to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Adding  eight  deaths  in 
Abingdon  Union  House,  one  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  five  in 
Radcliffe  Infirmary  and  two  in  the  County  Asylum  of  previous 
residents,  the  nett  deaths  were  138 — M.  73,  F.  65 — of  whom 
eighteen  were  infants  in  their  first  year  and  fifty-eight  persons 
above  sixty-five  years  of  age. 

The  birth  rate  was  27-3  and  the  nett  death  rate  17-0  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  both  being  considerably 
above  the  mean  rate  of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  infantile 
deaths,  which  included  four  cases  of  premature  birth  or  con- 
genital defects — see  Table  V.,  were  at  the  low  rate  of  82  per 
1,000  births.  The  mortality  above  sixty-five  years  of  age  was 
43  9^  of  that  at  all  ages,  and  it  nearly  equalled  the  entire  deaths 
between  one  and  sixty-five  years  of  age.  Consumption  was 
fatal  to  only  six  persons,  but  cancerous  diseases  caused  fourteen 
deaths,  and  there  were  twenty-six  from  pulmonary  inflammations. 

Fifteen  persons  died  from  heart  complaints  and  ten  from 
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apoplexy  or  diseases  of  the  nervous  system.  There  were  nine 
deaths  from  accidents,  mostly  drowning-,  and  fifteen  were 
referred  simply  to  old  age  and  decay — see  Table  IV. 

The  rates  per  i,ooo  of  the  population  for  the  following 
causes  of  death  were — 

Whooping  Cough  0-37  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  1*74 

Influenza  ...  0-24  Pulmonary  Inflammations  211 

Phthisis ...  ...  0*74  Developmental  Diseases  ) 

under  five  years  of  age  f ^ 


ERRATUM  IN  TABLE  I. 


Last  line  but  one,  “Area”  of  district,  should  read  42,105, 

not  4210. 


ABINGDON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 


TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents"— 

Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Marsham  Road. 


Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  ” from  it : — 

Union  House,  Abingdon  ; Cottage  Hospital,  Abingdon  ; County  Asylum,  Moulsford ; Radcliffe 
Infirmary,  Oxford  ; and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

At  Census  of  1901  : Area  of  District  in  acres  (including  215  covered  by  water)  4,210  ; Total  population 
at  all  ages,  8,370  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,942  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4*3. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

CASES 

NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

NO.  OF  CASES 
REMOVED 

TO  HOSPITAL 
FROM  EACH 
LOCALITY. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages- 

—Years. 

Under 

I. 

I to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Small-pox 

Cholera  

... 

Diphtheria 
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Membranous  croup 

Erysipelas 
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Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever  ... 

I 
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I 

I 

Relapsing  fever 

... 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

Plague 

Chicken  Pox 

Totals 

45 

9 

16 

5 

5 

2 
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Isolation  Hospital : Joint  Hospital  for  Abingdon  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  in  the  Marsham  Road. 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 
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CULHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  12,141  acres  land  and  205  inland  water;  occupied  houses 
(Census  of  1901)  569;  population  2,421  ; density  of  occupation 
4’2  persons  per  house  and  about  one  to  every  five  acres. 

The  district  is  on  the  calcareous  grit  at  Sandford-on- 
Thames,  this  is  followed  by  Kimmeridge  clay  and  the  lower 
green  sand  as  far  south  as  Clifton  Hampden.  Marsh  Baldon 
is  on  the  gault  and  there  are  all  three  formations  at  Culham. 

The  mean  yearly  decrease  in  the  population  from  1891  to 
1901  was  twenty-seven.  Assuming  this  to  have  continued  since, 
the  number  at  the  middle  of  1905  would  approximate  to  2,331. 

In  the  small  villages  many  of  the  cottages  are  old  and  of 
a poor  type,  but  there  is  little  overcrowding.  There  is  not  any 
sewerage  or  public  water  supply  in  the  district.  Two  samples 
of  well  waters  were  taken  for  analysis,  one  was  of  fairly  good 
quality,  the  other  gave  unsatisfactory  results— a fresh  supply 
was  obtained.  There  is  but  little  cottage  building  and  only 
two  new  houses  were  erected  in  1905. 

Isolation  Hospital.— At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a 
severe  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  at  Culham.  As  the  small 
Cottage  Isolation  Hospital  at  Clifton  Hampden  cannot  deal  with 
more  than  one  complaint  at  a time,  and  it  was  occupied  by 
scarlet  fever  patients  when  the  diphtheria  attack  was  notified, 
arrangements  were  made  to  remove  the  child  to  the  Hospital 
of  the  Joint  Abingdon  Board  in  Marsham  Road  as  a pauper 
case,  but  it  died  a few  hours  after  its  arrival  there. 

Sanitary  Work.— Mr.  Tompkins,  sanitary  inspector,  re- 
ports the  inspection  of  fifty-seven  premises  in  1905  and  the 
discovery  of  nuisances  on  seven,  all  of  which  were  abated — 
see  Table  D.  One  case  of  overcrowding  was  dealt  with  and 
four  dilapidated  cottages  were  put  in  repair.  Nine  cowsheds, 
six  piggeries  and  seven  bakehouses  were  inspected  and  found 
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in  a satisfactory  condition,  with  the  exception  of  one  bakehouse 
which  required  cleansing.  This  was  carried  out. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.— Two  factories, 
viz.,  a paper  mill  and  a brick  kiln,  were  inspected.  The  only 
workshops  are  the  bakehouses  already  referred  to.  The  eight 
homeworkers’  cottages  were  also  visited;  all  were  found 
satisfactory. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Sickness.  — Six  notifications 
were  received  during  the  year,  viz.,  diphtheria,  two;  scarlet 
fever,  four;  all  of  these,  except  one  scarlet  fever  case,  were 
treated  in  an  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  only  fatal  attack  was 
the  diphtheria  case  already  mentioned. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Complaints.— There  were 
not  any  serious  outbreaks  reported  during  the  year.  In  May 
there  was  one  death  of  a young  child  from  measles  at  Sandford. 
In  May  there  was  a single  mild  attack  of  what  was  considered, 
after  very  careful  observation  by  the  medical  attendant,  to  be 
cerebro-spinal  fever,  but  the  child  recovered  and  there  was  not 
any  spread.  In  the  same  month  there  were  some  severe  cases 
of  influenza  at  Clifton  Hampden,  and  in  September  one  death 
of  an  adult  was  due  to  this  complaint  at  Nuneham. 

Vital  Statistics.— The  year’s  registered  births  were  50 — 
M.  32,  F.  1 8,  and  there  were  30  deaths,  viz.,  first  quarter,  8; 
second  quarter,  7;  third  quarter,  6;  fourth  quarter,  9 ; to  which 
four  in  Abingdon  Union  House,  two  in  the  Cottage  Hospital 
and  one  in  Marsham  Road  Isolation  Hospital  have  to  be  added 
of  previous  residents  in  the  district,  making  the  nett  number  37 
— M.  23,  F.  14.  Of  these  six  were  infants  less  than  a twelve- 
month  old,  one  of  whom  died  from  injury  at  birth  and  another 
was  born  prematurely — see  Table  V.  Fourteen  were  over 
sixty-five  years  of  age,  seven  of  these  deaths  were  referred 
simply  to  old  age.  The  birth  rate  was  2 1 -4  and  the  nett  death 
rate  15-9  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  infantile  deaths 
were  at  the  rate  of  120  per  1,000  registered  births. 
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There  was  a single  death  from  consumption  and  one  from 
cancer,  four  were  due  to  bronchitis  and  six  to  apoplexy  or 
diseases  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system. — see  Table  IV. 

The  death  rates  per  i,ooo  of  the  population  for  the  under- 
mentioned diseases  were — 
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TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Non-residents ’’—Nil. 


Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  " from  it : — 

Union  House,  Abingdon  ; Cottage  Hospital,  Abingdon  ; County  Asylum,  MouUford  ; and  Royal  Berks 

Hospital,  Reading. 
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At  Census  of  1901  : Area  of  District  in  acres  (including  205  covered  by  water)  12,346  ; Total  population 
at  all  ages,  2,421  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  569  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4'2. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 
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Cottage  Isolation  Hospital  at  Clifton  Hampden. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  removed  to  Hospital,  Marsham  Road. 
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ABINGDON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  728  acres,  including"  27  of  water.  Occupied  houses 
(Census  1901)  1,440;  population  6,480  (129  being  inmates  of 
the  Union  House). 

The  district  is  mainly  on  the  Thames  drift,  but  north  of 
Ock  Street  it  is  on  Kimmeridge  clay.  The  population,  calcu- 
lated on  the  assumption  that  the  yearly  rate  of  decrease  from 
1891  to  1901  has  continued  since,  would  be  6,372  at  the  middle 
of  1905,  and  the  birth  and  death  rates  are  reckoned  on  this 
basis,  but  as  plans  for  seventy  houses  have  been  approved  since 
the  last  Census,  the  same  being  mostly  built  and  occupied,  it  is 
probable  that  the  population  has  really  increased  by  some  250 
to  300  persons  since  190 1. 

The  new  houses  are  of  a superior  type  to  the  old  cottages 
so  generally  found  in  the  many  courts  of  the  town,  but  these 
have  been  much  improved  as  to  their  sanitary  condition  that 
there  has  not  been  any  special  incidence  of  infectious  illness  in 
them  during  the  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  that 
occurred  during  the  year. 

The  whole  town  is  sewered,  the  effluent  continues  satis- 
factory, scavengering  is  systematic  and  regular,  and  the 
municipal  water  supply  (from  Boar’s  Hill)  is  being  added  to  by 
deepening  and  enlarging  a boring  in  the  market  place. 
Thirty-four  services  have  been  laid  on  during  the  year. 

Isolation  Hospital.— A Local  Government  enquiry  was 
held  in  April  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Board  (F.  St.  Geo. 
Muset,  Esq.)  as  to  a loan  of  £2,600  for  the  purpose  of  doubling 
the  accommodation  of  the  hospital  (from  sixteen  to  thirty-two 
beds),  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  was  approaching 
completion. 

Sanitary  Work.— The  particulars  of  the  work  done  in 
the  year  is  given  in  the  Table  of  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Returns, 
as  is  that  done  under  the  Factory  Act  of  1901,  in  the  Table 
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issued  by  the  Home  Office.  The  requirements  of  the  Act  were 
found  to  be  observed  except  in  three  “homeworkers’"  pre- 
mises, where  cleansing-  was  required — which  was  done. 

Notification  Act.— The  notifications  received  were  scarlet 
fever,  eighteen ; diphtheria,  twenty;  erysipelas,  three;  enteric 
fever,  one.  The  last  proved  fatal,  as  did  three  of  the 
diphtheria  cases. 

The  scarlet  fever  outbreak  was  a continuation  of  that  of 
1904,  which  had  not  ended  at  the  close  of  that  year.  Six  further 
attacks  were  reported  in  January  and  six  in  February,  with  one 
or  two  each  month  up  to  July,  when  it  ceased,  there  being  only 
one  more  attack  during  the  year — in  December;  all  recovered. 

Diphtheria.— This  complaint  made  its  appearance  as 
scarlet  fever  was  dying  out,  the  first  case — a fatal  one — was 
notified  on  April  1st,  and  had  apparently  been  contracted  from 
an  elder  sister  supposed  only  to  have  had  “sore  throat,”  but 
who  was  notified  as  having  diphtheria  later  on.  It  was  the 
middle  of  June  before  the  next  attack  occurred,  followed  by 
cases  in  two  other  families.  In  October  there  were  six  cases, 
nearly  all  adults,  followed  by  two  in  November  and  one  in 
December.  As  with  the  scarlet  fever  outbreak  there  was  not 
any  factor  common  to  all  which  would  throw  light  on  or 
explain  the  persistence  of  the  outbreak.  Fifteen  cases  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  five  were  treated  at  their 
homes  and  three  ended  fatally. 

The  only  notified  case  of  enteric  fever  was  a fatal  one  in  a 
youth  living  near  the  fellmonger’s  works ; the  water  supply 
was  from  a well. 

Non  - notifiable  Infectious  Complaints.— The  only 
considerable  outbreak  was  one  of  measles  in  the  autumn,  for 
which  it  became  necessary  to  close  the  National  (Infants’) 
School  for  a time.  One  death  was  due  to  it,  as  also  to  infantile 
diarrhoea  and  to  enteritis. 

Vital  Statistics.— One  hundred  and  fifty-one  births  were 
registered  and  ninety-seven  deaths,  viz.,  first  quarter,  20 ; 
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second  quarter,  23;  third  quarter,  26;  fourth  quarter,  28 — of 
which  twenty-one  were  in  the  Union  House  and  eight  in  the 
Cottage  Hospital,  thirteen  only  having  been  “residents” 
previously.  Deducting  the  sixteen  “ non-residents,”  and 
adding  three  of  former  residents  who  died  in  the  County 
Asylum,  as  also  three  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  nett  number 
is  eighty-seven — M.  47,  F.  40. 

The  birth  rate  was  237  and  the  nett  death  rate  13*6  per 
1,000  of  the  population  estimated  on  the  basis  of  the  Census 
returns.  The  rate  would  be  a little  lower  if  the  occupiers  of 
the  new  houses  were  taken  into  account. 

The  infantile  mortality  was  only  seventy-three  per  1,000 
births,  and  of  the  eleven  deaths  under  one  year,  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea  each  accounted  for  one,  and 
there  were  three  from  bronchitis. 

The  thirty-four  deaths  of  persons  over  sixty-five  represent 
39%  of  the  total  mortality.  Phthisis  accounted  for  eight 
deaths,  cancer  for  six  and  pulmonary  inflammations  for  fifteen — 


or  one-sixth  of  the 

total 

mortality  of  the  year.  Seven 

were 

referred  to  heart  diseases  and  ten  simply  to  old  age. 

The  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  following 

diseases  were — 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  "Non-residents" — 

Union  House  and  Cottage  Hospital 

Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  " Residents  " from  it : — 

Isolation  Hospital,  Marsham  Road;  County  Asylum,  Moulsford ; the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford; 
and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

At  Census  of  1901  : Area  of  District  in  acres  (including  27  covered  by  water)  728  ; Total  population 
at  all  ages,  6,480  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,440  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-5. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease. 
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Isolation  Hospital : Joint  Hospital  for  Abingdon  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  in  the  Marsham  Road, 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
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Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Akea  22,055  acres  land  and  97  inland  water;  occupied  houses 
(Censusof  1901)1,272;  population  6,204,  including  646  inmates 
of  the  County  Asylum  at  Moulsford  and  37  in  the  “ Cottage 
Homes”  — mostly  belonging  to  other  places.  Density  of 
“nett”  population  4^9  persons  per  house  and  about  one  to 
every  four  acres. 

The  geological  features  of  the  district  vary  with  the  locality. 
North  Hagbourne  and  Long  Wittenham  are  on  the  gault, 
Moulsford  is  on  the  chalk,  and  the  strip  adjoining  the  Thames 
on  the  drift  gravels.  The  rest  of  the  district  is  for  the  most 
part  on  the  upper  green  sand. 

Population.— Between  1891  and  1901  there  was  a mean 
yearly  decrease  of  48  9 in  the  general  population,  which  is 
estimated  as  being  5,419  at  the  middle  of  1905  on  the  assump- 
tion that  it  has  continued  since  at  the  same  rate,  but  as  some 
sixty-three  new  houses  have  been  erected  since  1901,  while 
only  fifteen  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation,  it  may  be 
that  this  estimate  is  rather  too  low.  It  is  however  adopted  as 
the  basis  for  the  calculation  of  the  year’s  vital  statistics. 

There  is  not  at  present  any  code  of  bye-laws  for  new 
houses,  that  hitherto  in  force  having  been  withdrawn  while  the 
new  code  is  awaiting  sanction.  Thirty  houses  were  erected 
during  the  year  and  certificates  for  water  supply  were  granted 
for  twelve. 

Sewerage  and  Water  Supply.— North  Hagbourne  with 
a part  of  Didcot  are  sewered  and  an  excellent  public  water 
supply  is  available  for  both  places,  but  the  rest  of  the  district 
is  unsewered  and  dependent  on  well  waters.  Two  samples  of 
the  last-named  were  analyzed  by  the  County  Analyst  and  four 
by  me ; all  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 
Eleven  new  wells  were  sunk  and  supplies  laid  on  from  the 
mains  for  twenty-eight  premises. 
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Isolation  Hospital.— The  new  hospital  of  the  Wallingford 
Joint  Hospital  Board  was  opened  early  in  the  year;  it  consists 
of  a well-arranged  brick  administrative  building  and  of  two 
“iron”  ward  blocks,  each  containing  two  wards  of  30  by  iSfeet, 
with  the  requisite  subsidiary  buildings.  There  is  also  a private 
ward  available  for  one  case.  It  was  brought  into  immediate 
use  as  soon  as  it  was  completed,  and  it  proved  of  great  service 
in  stopping  the  spread  of  an  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  at  Cholsey 
which  was  beginning  at  the  time. 

Sanitary  Work.— Mr.  Lay,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  the 
inspection  of  820  premises  during  the  year;  nuisances  were 
discovered  on  200  and  abated  on  181 — see  Table  D.  Half  of 
them  related  to  foul  closets  or  drains.  Fourteen  premises  were 
provided  with  w.c.s  and  twenty-four  with  pail  closets.  Water 
supplies  from  the  mains  were  laid  on  to  twenty-eight  houses 
and  wells  dug  for  eleven.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
abated.  Nineteen  insanitary  and  eleven  dilapidated  houses 
were  put  in  order  and  eight  were  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation. 

Cowsheds,  &c.— Forty-seven  cowsheds  were  inspected, 
six  of  which  required  improvements  or  cleansing,  as  did  twenty 
of  the  sixty  piggeries  visited.  Four  slaughterhouses  and  eleven 
bakehouses  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  properly  kept. 
Special  enquiries  were  made  and  reports  presented  to  the 
Council  on  various  premises  at  Hagbourne  and  Didcot. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.— There  are  not  any 
factories  in  the  district,  and  the  only  “workshops”  are  the 
eleven  bakehouses  and  one  dressmaker’s,  all  of  which  were 
found  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Sickness.— The  notifications  re- 
ceived were  diphtheria,  ten  ; erysipelas,  one ; scarlet  fever, 
fifty-six;  enteric  fever,  four ; puerperal  fever,  two. 

Diphtheria.— In  January  a mild  attack  was  reported  at 
Long  Wittenham,  and  there  was  also  a group  of  seven  cases 
in  an  insanitary  cottage  at  Didcot.  These  were  removed  to 
the  old  school  which  was  utilized  as  a temporary  hospital.  In 
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April  a fatal  case  occurred,  the  patient  being  a servant  brought 
home  ill  from  Abingdon  in  an  open  cart  before  the  nature  of 
the  illness  was  known  or  a doctor  called  in.  There  was  one 
other  attack  notified  in  May  which  was  taken  to  the  newly- 
opened  Isolation  Hospital  at  Wallingford. 

Scarlet  Fever. — In  February  measles  had  broken  out  at 
Moulsford  and  Cholsey,  both  elementary  schools  were  closed  in 
consequence  for  some  weeks,  but  as  soon  as  Cholsey  school  was 
reopened  there  was  an  extensive  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever 
amongst  the  children  in  attendance.  This  was  probably  due  to 
infection  brought  by  some  of  the  scholars,  who,  not  having 
been  under  medical  care,  were  supposed  to  have  had  measles, 
when  in  fact  they  had  suffered  from  scarlet  fever  and  were  still 
infectious  when  the  school  reopened.  Twelve  cases  were 
notified  in  the  first  four  days  of  April,  with  ten  more  in  the 
next  week  and  an  additional  nine  in  the  following  one.  The 
complaint  spread  to  Aston  Tirrold  where  there  were  fourteen 
attacks  between  April  6th  and  May  6th,  when  the  outbreak 
ended.  In  August  five  cases  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the 
district,  and  there  was  one  in  September,  making  a total  of 
fifty-six.  All  but  ten  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital 
and  there  were  not  any  deaths  from  the  complaint. 

Enteric  Fever.— All  four  attacks  were  amongst  the 
patients  in  the  County  Asylum,  three  were  on  the  female  side 
and  one  (a  previous  resident  in  the  district)  was  fatal,  as  was 
one  of  the  two  cases  of  puerperal  fever  which  occurred  in 
October  and  November. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Sickness.— Outbreaks  of 
measles,  for  which  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  respective 
schools,  occurred  at  Moulsford  and  Cholsey  in  February,  at 
North  Hagbourne  ifi  May  and  at  Little  Wittenham  in  July. 
The  complaint  was  fatal  to  two  children  and  one  adult.  There 
was  one  death  from  whooping  cough,  as  also  three  from 
influenza  and  one  from  senile  diarrhoea. 
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Vital  Statistics.— The  registered  births  of  the  year  were 
i6o — M.  87,  F.  73,  and  the  deaths  were  138,  viz.,  first  quarter, 
53;  second  quarter,  28;  third  quarter,  21,  fourth  quarter,  36 — 
they  included  sixty-eight  in  the  County  Asylum,  all  but  three 
of  them  being  “non-residents.”  Deducting  these  sixty-five  and 
adding  nineteen  deaths  in  Wallingford  Union  House  and  four 
in  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford,  of  previous  residents,  the 
nett  number  was  96 — M.  51,  F.  45.  The  birth  rate  was  29’3 
and  the  nett  death  rate  171  per  i,ooo  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion. The  infantile  mortality  (seventeen)  was  at  the  rate  of 
106  per  1,000  registered  births,  five  being  children  born  pre- 
maturely or  with  congenital  defects — see  Table  V. 

Consumption  and  cancer  each  caused  four  deaths;  there 
were  eleven  from  pulmonary  inflammations,  fifteen  from  heart 
diseases,  ten  from  apoplexy  or  diseases  of  the  nervous  system, 
and  six  were  referred  to  old  agu  and  decay. 

The  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  under- 
mentioned diseases  were — 
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CROWMARSH  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  20,019  acres  land  and  145  inland  water;  occupied  houses 
(Census  of  1901)  1,134;  population  4,774;  density  of  occupa- 
tion 4-2  persons  per  house  and  one  to  every  4*5  acres. 

Dorchester,  Warboroug-h,  Berrick  and  Newington  are  on 
the  gfault,  parts  of  Benson,  Crowmarsh  and  Newnham  are  on 
the  upper  green  sand,  the  strips  adjoining  the  Thames  and  the 
Thame  being  on  the  river  drift.  The  rest  of  the  district  is  on 
the  chalk. 

The  mean  annual  decrease  in  the  population  between 
1891-1901  was  thirty-seven;  assuming  this  to  have  continued 
since  the  last  Census,  the  estimated  number  at  the  middle  of 
1905  would  approximate  to  4,671.  Nearly  a sixth  (200)  of  the 
cottages  have  only  two  (87)  or  three  (113)  rooms  each,  but 
there  is  not  much  serious  overcrowding.  Sixteen  cases  were 
dealt  with  during  the  year,  and  nuisances  were  abated  on  four 
insanitary  and  thirty-four  dilapidated  houses. 

A code  of  bye-laws  for  new  buildings  is  in  course  of  pre- 
paration, but  at  present  there  are  not  any  in  force  in  the  district. 
Certificates  of  water  supply  were  granted  for  six  new  houses, 
there  is  however  but  little  building  except  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Thames. 

There  is  not  any  system  of  sewerage  in  the  district,  or  any 
public  water  supply  except  in  the  localities  in  which  the  mains 
of  the  Goring  Water  Company  have  been  laid,  as  at  Woodcote 
and  South  Stoke.  These  are  being  gradually  extended  towards 
Benson,  but  nothing  has  as  yet  been  done  as  regards  their 
proposed  extension  to  Newington  where  the  water  supply  is  at 
present  very  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory. 

Isolation  Hospital.— Two  cases  of  diphtheria  and  one  of 
scarlet  fever  were  treated  in  the  newly-opened  Hospital  of  the 
Joint  Hospital  Board  at  Wallingford. 


Sanitary  Work. — Mr.  A.  G.  Gray,  sanitary  inspector,  re- 
ports 492  premises  as  inspected  during  the  year;  nuisances 
were  discovered  on  142,  and  abated  on  132  before  its  close. 
Forty  of  these  related  to  foul  closets  and  eight  to  blocked 
drains — see  Table  D.  Three  samples  of  well  waters  were  taken 
for  analysis,  one  of  them  proved  to  be  of  unsatisfactory  quality 
and  a fresh  supply  was  obtained — and  eight  services  were  laid 
on  from  the  mains  of  the  Goring  Water  Company. 

Cowsheds,  &c. — Thirty  - four  cowsheds  and  fourteen 
dairies  were  inspected,  two  of  which  required  cleansing,  as  did 
one  of  the  eleven  bakehouses  and  seven  of  the  thirty-four 
piggeries  visited.  The  four  slaughterhouses  inspected  were 
found  to  be  properly  kept. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901 Twenty -eight 

workshops,  in  addition  to  the  bakehouses,  were  inspected,  ten 
were  builders’  premises,  the  others  were  occupied  for  the  most 
part  by  small  traders— all,  except  one  bakehouse,  which  re- 
quired cleansing  were  found  properly  kept  in  accordance  with 
the  Act. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Sickness.  — Sixty  notifications 
were  received,  forty-six  of  which  were  attacks  of  chicken  pox, 
the  others  being  diphtheria,  two;  erysipelas,  three;  scarlet 
fever,  eight ; enteric  fever,  one. 

One  of  the  diphtheria  cases  was  reported  in  March  and  the 
other  in  December,  their  origin  could  not  be  traced.  Both 
children  were  taken  to  hospital  and  recovered. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Six  of  the  cases  reported  occurred 
during  March  in  an  insanitary  cottage  at  Berrick.  The  other 

two  were  notified  in  December  at  Crowmarsh  and  Woodcote 

one  was  taken  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  One  attack  was  fatal. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Sickness.— There  were  not 
any  serious  outbreaks,  but  measles  was  fatal  to  two  young 
children  and  enteritis  to  one  infant. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  births  registered  in  the  year  were 
107— M.  58,  F.  49,  and  there  were  59  deaths,  viz.,  first  quarter, 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents" — 

County  Asylum,  Moulsford. 

Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  ” from  it : — 

Union  House,  Wallingford  ; Cottage  Hospital,  Wallingford  ; and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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♦ Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  r.ooo  of  estimated  population. 

At  Census  of  1901  : Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  22,055  i Total  population 
at  all  ages,  6.204  : Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,272  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4*9. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

NO.  OF  CASES 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

REMOVED 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

I. 

I to  5, 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

251065. 

65  and 
upwards. 

FROM  EACH 
LOCALITY. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  croup 

10 

I 

2 

4 
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I 

I 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

Scarlet  fever  
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9 

35 
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46 

Typhus  fever  ... 

Enteric  fever  ... 

*4 

... 

4 

Relapsing  fever  ... 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

2 

2 

Plague  ... 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

Totals  

73 

1 

11 

39 

8 

13 

47 

* All  these  cases  were  patients  in  the  County  Asylum. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 
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t Of  this  number  646  are  “ special  ” inmates  of  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum 
and  they  are  excluded  from  the  estimates  in  Table  I.  (except  in  Column  8), 
^ also  Deaths  in  the  Asylum  (three  previous  “residents  ’’  excepted)  in 
Table  IV.,  Columns  2 to  8 inclusive. 
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Births  in  the  year  I - Registered  Deaths  from  I « Population  1 

legitimate  and  illegitimate  f all  Causes  at  all  Ages  j to  middle  of  1905  / 

including  65  (non-residents)  in  County  Asylum. 


I 


15;  second  quarter,  22;  third  quarter,  14;  fourth  quarter,  8 — 
to  which  five  in  Wallingford  Union  House  and  one  in  Radcliffe 
Infirmary  of  previous  residents  have  to  be  added,  making  the 
nett  number  65 — M.  33,  F.  32;  six  of  these  were  infants  less 
than  a twelvemonth  old  and  twenty-seven,  or  over  40^  of  the 
total  mortality,  were  persons  over  sixty-five  years  of  age.  The 
birth  rate  was  22  9 and  the  nett  death  rate  I3'g  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population.  The  infantile  mortality  was  at  the 
low  rate  of  56  per  1,000  registered  births. — see  Table  V. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  ten  persons  as  against  three  in 
1904,  mostly  between  twenty-five  and  forty-five  years  of  age. 
Cancerous  diseases  resulted  in  four  deaths  and  there  were  six 
from  pulmonary  inflammations,  nine  from  heart  complaints, 
eight  from  apoplexy  or  brain  diseases,  the  same  number  being 
referred  simply  to  old  age  and  decay. 

The  death  rates  for  the  under-mentioned  diseases  per  1,000 
of  the  population  were — 
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TABLE  1. 


TABLE  IV. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents” — 

County  Asylum,  Moulsford. 

Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  ” from  it : — 

Union  House,  Wallingford ; Cottage  Hospital,  Wallingford ; and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

At  Census  of  igot  : Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  22,055  i Total  population 
at  all  ages,  6,204  : Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,272  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-9. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

NO.  OF  cases 
REMOVED 

TO  HOSPITAL 
FROM  EACH 
LOCALITY. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

Under 

I. 

I to  5. 

5 to  15, 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 
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I 

Membranous  croup 

Erysipelas  

I 
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Scarlet  fever  ••• 

56 

9 

35 

6 

5 

46 

Typhus  fever  ... 

Enteric  fever  ... 

*4 

4 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

2 

2 

Plague 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

Totals 

73 

1 

11 

39 

8 

13 

47 

* All  these  cases  were  patients  in  the  County  Asylum, 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 
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[ Other  continued... 

Epidemic  influenza 
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M. 
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51 

45 
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t Of  this  number  646  are  “ special  ’ inmates  of  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum 
and  they  are  excluded  from  the  estimates  in  Table  1,  (except  in  Column  8), 
as  are  also  Deaths  in  the  Asylum  (three  previous  “residents  ” excepted)  in 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

j Certified  ... 

1 Uncertified  

' Small-pox  ...  ... 

Chicken-pox  ... 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 Diphtheria  : Croup  ... 

, Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

Enteritis  (not  Tuberculous)... 

Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal  1 
Catarrh  ...  ...  J 

' Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk... 

^ Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus . 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 1 

j Tabes  Mesenterica  J 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions  ... 

Bronchitis  

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia  

Suffocation,  overlaying 

Other  Causes ... 
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WALLINGFORD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  372  acres  land  and  eig’ht  inland  water;  occupied  houses 
(Census  of  1901)  624;  population  2,808,  156  being-  inmates  of 
the  Union  House.  Excluding  the  proportion  of  these  last  not 
belonging  to  the  district,  the  number  at  the  middle  of  1905  is 
estimated  at  2,598  on  the  assumption  that  the  yearly  rate  of 
decrease  (eighteen)  between  1891  and  1901  has  continued  since. 

The  town  is  on  the  upper  green  sand  sloping  downwards 
to  the  Thames  drift  gravel.  Many  of  the  smaller  and  older 
houses  in  the  centre  of  the  town  are  very  closely  packed,  but  in 
the  outskirts  they  have  for  the  most  part  fair-sized  gardens  and 
are  not  crowded  together ; six  have  been  erected  during  the 
past  year.  The  average  density  of  occupation  is  4*5  persons 
per  house  and  a little  below  eight  per  acre. 

The  sewerage  is  on  the  Shone  system;  every  house  is  con- 
nected and  all  the  w.c.s  have  proper  flushing  apparatus  with 
water  laid  on.  The  town  scavenging  is  systematically  attended 
to  and  the  municipal  water  supply  is  of  good  quality,  chemically 
and  bacteriologically. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  newly-erected  Hospital  of  the 
Joint  Board  of  the  Union  is  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town. 
It  was  opened  in  April  and  six  of  the  fourteen  cases  notified 
during  the  year  were  removed  to  it  for  treatment. 

Sanitary  Work.— Mr.  Gray,  sanitary  inspector,  reports 
the  inspection  of  226  premises  during  the  year.  Nuisances 
were  found  on  seventy  and  they  were  abated  by  the  end  of  the 
year  on  sixty-six — see  Table  D.  Thirteen  related  to  ill-kept 
closets  and  drains,  thirty-four — to  insanitary  (eleven),  over- 
crowded (seven)  or  dilapidated  (fourteen)  houses,  and  eight  to 
animals  improperly  kept.  Seven  cowsheds  and  dairies  were 
inspected,  as  were  thirty  piggeries  (mostly  situate  in  the  allot- 
ment grounds),  seven  slaughterhouses  and  seven  bakehouses. 
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Two  of  the  last-named,  with  three  pig-geries  and  one  slaughter- 
house, required  cleansing,  which  was  carried  out. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  — One  factory, 
twenty-four  workshops  for  ordinary  trades  and  eight  home- 
workers’ premises  were  inspected,  as  well  as  the  bakehouses. 
All  but  the  two  bakehouses  already  referred  to  were  found  to 
be  in  proper  order  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Act. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.  — Fourteen  notifica- 
tions were  received,  viz.,  diphtheria,  two;  erysipelas,  three; 
scarlet  fever,  six  ; chicken  pox,  three.  All  the  patients  re- 
covered. One  of  the  diphtheria  attacks  was  probably  con- 
tracted outside  the  district,  the  origin  of  the  others  could  not 
be  traced.  Most  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  were  children 
attending  the  National  School;  four  of  them  were  notified  at 
the  beginning  of  August  and  the  other  two  in  September  and 
November. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.  — In  June  there 
was  a sharp  outbreak  of  measles,  chiefly  among  children 
attending  the  National  (Infants’)  School,  which  was  closed  for 
a time  in  consequence.  There  were  four  deaths  from  the  com- 
plaint— one  was  an  adult. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  year’s  registered  births  were  56 — 
M.  30,  F.  26,  and  the  deaths  were  59  in  number  (including  24 
in  the  Union  House  of  persons  received  from  the  rural  district), 
viz,  first  quarter,  19;  second  quarter,  19;  third  quarter,  5; 
fourth  quarter,  16.  Two  deaths  (one  being  a “non-resident”) 
occurred  in  the  Cottage  Hospital.  Deducting  the  “ non- 
resident” mortality  and  adding  two  of  previous  residents 
dying  in  the  County  Asylum,  with  one  in  Reading  Hospital, 
the  nett  number  was  37— M.  29,  F.  18,  seven  being  infants  less 
than  a twelvemonth  old  (see  Table  V.)  and  thirteen  persons 
over  sixty-five.  The  birth  rate  was  215  and  the  death  rate 
14-2  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  infantile  mortality 
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at  the  rate  of  125  per  1,000  registered  births,  five  of  these 
deaths  resulted  from  developmental  complaints. 

There  was  only  one  death  from  phthisis,  five  persons  died 
from  cancerous  diseases,  four  from  pulmonary  infiammations, 
and  seven  deaths  were  referred  to  heart  complaints. — see 
Table  IV. 

The  death  rates  per  i,coo  of  the  population  for  the  under 
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CROWMARSH  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 


TABLE  1, 


TABLE  IV. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  "Non-residents  ’’ — Nil. 

Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  " Residents  ” from  it : 

County  Asylum,  Moulsford ; Union  House,  Wallingford;  Cottage  Hospital,  Wallingford;  and  Royal  Berks 

Hospital,  Reading. 
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At  Census  of  1901  : Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  20,019  i Total  population 
at  all  ages,  4,774  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,134  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-2. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  54,305  acres  land  and  336  inland  water;  occupied  houses 
(Census  of  1901 ) 3,322 ; population  15,260 — 1 14  being  inmates 
of  the  Union  House;  density  of  occupation  46  persons  per 
house  and  one  to  about  every  3 ‘5  acres. 

North  of  a line  drawn  from  Streatley  to  Theale  the  district 
is  mainly  on  the  chalk,  overlaid  in  places  by  the  Woolwich  and 
Reading  beds  or  the  London  clay.  Between  Bucklebury  and 
Aldermaston  the  Bagshot  formation  prevails,  and  the  river  drift 
is  found  in  the  Thames  and  Kennet  valleys. 

Population  and  Housing.  — Between  1891  and  1901 
222  houses  were  added  to  the  district,  though  the  nett  increase 
of  the  population  was  only  seventy-seven.  Since  1900  plans 
for  464  houses,  or  additions  thereto,  have  been  passed  by  the 
Council,  chiefly  in  Mortimer,  Pangbourne  and  Tilehurst.  This 
would  imply  an  increase  of  near  upon  2, coo  persons,  but  this 
may  probably  be  much  discounted  by  a corresponding  decrease 
of  numbers  in  the  strictly  rural  areas,  such  as  occurred  between 
1891-1901.  The  facts  cannot  be  correctly  ascertained  till  the 
next  Census  is  taken,  and  the  Tables  prepared  for  this  report 
are  calculated  on  the  usual  basis  of  the  latest  Census  returns, 
the  nett  population  being  estimated  as  15,274  at  the  middle  of 
the  year. 

Sewerage.— At  present  no  part  of  the  district  is  sewered, 
but  the  question  of  providing  sewerage  for  the  more  populous 
localities  has  been  referred  to  a Special  Committee  of  the 
District  Council  for  consideration,  and  reports  thereon  have 
been  laid  before  them  on  the  subject,  as  also  on  the  present 
system  of  sewage  disposal  at  Bradfield. 

Water  Supply.— The  Tilehurst  Water  Company  have  ex- 
tended their  mains  from  Tilehurst  to  some  of  the  neighbouring 
places.  Theale  has  a series  of  tube  wells  driven  into  the  chalk 
along  the  main  street  of  the  village,  and  borings  or  deep  wells 


have  been  provided  in  some  other  localities.  The  rest  of  the 
district  is  dependent  on  ordinary  wells.  Three  samples  were 
taken  for  analysis,  one  gave  satisfactory  results,  the  second 
was  of  fair  quality,  and  the  third  proved  to  be  a bad  water. 

Isolation  Hospital.— There  is  not  any  such  provision  in 
the  district  as  yet,  but  cases  of  enteric  fever  are  from  time  to 
time  received  into  the  Reading  Hospital.  Every  notified  attack 
of  infectious  illness  is  carefully  enquired  into  and  watched,  and 
the  disinfection  of  infected  premises  and  their  contents  is  carried 
out  by  Mr.  Street,  of  the  Reading  Disinfecting  Works.  The 
Council  have  also  sanctioned  the  bacteriological  examination 
of  “swabs”  when  necessary  to  verify  diagnosis  in  cases  of 
suspected  diphtheria,  as  also  during  convalescence  to  make 
sure  that  the  bacillus  of  the  disease  is  no  longer  present,  and 
for  preventive  purposes  “ serum  ” is  provided  in  suitable  cases 
at  their  expense. 

Sanitary  Work. — Mr.  Windle,  sanitary  inspector,  reports 
the  inspection  of  622  premises  and  the  discovery  of  nuisances 
on  thirty-eight,  thirty-one  of  which  were  abated  during  the 
year — see  Table  D. 

Thirty-three  cowsheds  and  dairies,  eleven  bakehouses  and 
four  slaughterhouses  were  visited  and  found  in  proper  order, 
the  respective  regulations  being  duly  observed. 

Of  the  140  plans  sanctioned  under  the  building  bye-laws — 
which  have  undergone  recent  revision — ninety-three  were  for 
new  houses,  forty-two  for  additions,  and  five  for  miscellaneous 
buildings. 

Fifty  certificates  of  water  supply  were  issued  and  seven 
cottages  were  pulled  down  by  their  owners  as  not  fit  for 
occupation. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  — Seven  factories, 
thirty-six  workshops  and  the  premises  of  two  outworkers  were 
inspected.  In  only  one  factory  were  more  than  forty  persons 
employed.  All  were  found  to  be  kept  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  with  one  exception,  where  improved 
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ventilation  was  required,  which  was  provided.  The  workshops 
were  mostly  in  the  occupation  of  miscellaneous  traders,  the 
persons  employed  ranging-  between  one  and  six. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Sickness.  — Forty-six  notifica- 
tions were  received  during  the  year,  viz.,  diphtheria,  twenty-four; 
erysipelas,  six;  scarlet  fever,  twelve;  enteric  fever,  three; 
puerperal  fever,  one;  and  the  fatal  attacks  were:  diphtheria, 
five;  enteric  fever,  two. 

Diphtheria. — Most  of  the  attacks  of  this  complaint  occurred 
in  Mortimer  and  in  Tilehurst.  In  January  two  cases  were 
notified  at  Mortimer,  in  which  no  history  of  exposure  to  infection 
could  be  made  out  or  any  factor  common  to  both.  In  March 
there  were  two  in  one  family,  with  two  more  in  June  and  two 
in  September.  There  was  not  any  connection  traceable  between 
these  cases,  or  any  common  factor  as  regards  milk,  water 
supply  or  sewage  disposal,  while  the  sanitary  arrangement  of 
all  the  premises  were  fairly  satisfactory,  nor  had  there  been 
any  known  exposure  to  infection.  All  these  cases  recovered. 
The  complaint  was  first  reported  at  Tilehurst  in  April,  there 
being  two  cases  in  one  family,  one  of  which  was  fatal  to  a 
delicate  child  four  years  old.  In  June  there  were  two  more 
attacks  and  one  child,  who  had  recently  had  measles  and 
whooping  cough,  died.  There  was  another  case  in  July, 
followed  by  an  interval  of  several  weeks,  after  which  there 
were  three  in  September  (one  of  them  fatal)  in  two  families, 
followed  by  a single  attack  in  each  of  the  months  of  October, 
November  and  December.  Three  of  the  children  attacked 
attended  the  Council  School,  three  went  to  the  National  School 
and  one  to  a school  in  Reading.  This  village  being  at  present 
unsewered  most  of  the  houses  have  pail  closets,  though  there 
are  a few  with  vault  privies,  and  nearly  all  are  without  drains; 
but  the  majority  have  fairly  good  gardens  in  which  the  filth 
and  slop  sewage  is  disposed  of,  nor  were  any  such  insanitary 
conditions  found  on  inspection  of  the  premises  as  would  account 
for  the  attacks;  and  as  many  cases  occurred  in  houses  supplied 
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from  the  Water  Company’s  mains  as  in  those  where  the  supply 
was  from  wells.  The  milk  was  from  several  dealers,  all  of 
whose  premises  w'ere  inspected  and  found  in  a good  sanitary 
order.  The  only  factor  common  to  nearly  all  was  school 
attendance  or  intercourse  among  the  children  in  going  to  and 
from  school,  but  no  direct  communication  of  infection  could  be 
traced.  There  were  also  a few  solitary  attacks,  viz.,  at 
Burghfield  in  June,  and  in  June  and  September  at  Streatley 
and  Bradfield.  In  two  instances  the  complaint  was  clearly 
contracted  outside  the  district  and  two  ended  fatally. 

Scarlet  Fever.— The  twelve  cases  notified  in  1905  were 
in  eight  families  and  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  nor  could 
any  connection  be  established  between  them.  In  January  there 
were  two  cases  in  a house  at  Calcot  and  one  at  Stanford- 
Dingley.  In  February  there  was  a single  attack  atPangbourne 
and  two  in  a family  at  Bradfield,  as  also  one  in  May  and  an 
imported  case  in  August.  In  November  and  December  four 
cases  occurred  in  two  houses  at  Streatley.  There  were  not 
any  deaths  or  any  spread  of  infection. 

Enteric  Fever.— Of  the  three  attacks  notified  respectively 
in  May,  August  and  October,  one  was  an  off-shoot  of  the  out- 
break at  Basingstoke.  No  definite  cause  could  be  made  out  as 
regards  the  other  two,  and  in  one  of  them  the  symptoms  were 
irregular.  One  attack  was  fatal. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Sickness.—  Outbreaks  of 
measles  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the  district  from  time  to 
time  between  February  and  November.  It  was  found  necessary 
to  close  successively  the  following  elementary  schools  in  con- 
sequence, viz.,  Bradfield,  Englefield,  Theale,  Tilehurst,  Pang- 
bourne,  Purley,  Sulham,  Padworth,  Aldermaston  and  Mortimer 
St.  Mary’s.  There  were  nine  deaths  from  the  complaint, 
including  one  adult.  Whooping  cough  was  fatal  to  two 
children,  as  was  diarrhoea,  which,  following  ptomaine  poison- 
ing, was  also  fatal  to  an  adult.  In  the  first  three  months  of  the 
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year  there  were  seven  deaths  from  influenza,  all  but  one  being 
elderly  persons. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  births  registered  in  the  year  were 
306 — M.  175,  F.  136 — and  the  deaths  194,  viz., first  quarter,  55; 
second  quarter,  56;  third  quarter,  30;  fourth  quarter,  53.  Of 
the  sixteen  deaths  in  the  Union  House  four  were  persons  re- 
ceived from  Goring  district,  deducting  these  and  adding 
thirteen  deaths  in  Reading  Hospital  and  three  in  the  County 
Asylum  of  former  residents,  the  nett  mortality  was  206 — M.  113, 
F.  93 — twenty-eight  being  infants  less  than  a year  old  and 
eighty-one  persons  above  sixty-five — see  Table  IV.  Eight  of 
the  infantile  deaths  were  due  to  atrophy  and  congenital  weak- 
ness, five  to  convulsions,  and  nine  to  pulmonary ' inflammations 
— see  Table  V.  The  birth  rate  was  20‘0  and  the  nett  death 
rate  I3’4  per  1,000  living.  The  infantile  death  rate  was  91  per 
1,000  registered  births. 

There  were  twelve  deaths  from  consumption,  ten  from 
cancerous  diseases  and  thirty-nine  from  pulmonary  inflamma- 
tions, eighteen  of  these  last  being  children  under  five  years 
old  and  fifteen  persons  over  sixty-five.  Heart  affections  were 
fatal  to  nineteen  persons,  and  apoplexy  or  brain  diseases  to 
fifteen.  Twenty-one  children  died  under  the  age  of  five  years 
from  developmental  diseases  and  the  same  number  were  re- 
ferred to  old  age  and  decay. 

The  death  rates  per  1,000  living  from  the  under-mentioned 
diseases  were — 
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TABLE  IV. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents” — 

Union  House,  Wallingford ; and  Cottage  Hospital. 

Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Residents’*  from  it: 

County  Asylum,  Moulsford  ; and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

At  Census  of  igoi : Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  372  ; Total  population 
at  all  ages,  2,808  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  624  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-5, 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 
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GORING  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  9,534  acres  land  and  194  inland  water;  occupied  houses 
(Census  1901)  630;  population  2,857,  being-  4-5  persons  per 
house  and  about  one  to  3 3 acres. 

The  district  is  entirely  on  the  chalk,  excepting  the  strip  of 
river  drift  skirting  the  Thames  and  a small  area  at  Coombe  on 
the  Woolwich  and  Reading  beds. 

Population  and  Housing.— In  the  ten  years  1891-1091 
the  total  nett  increase  in  the  population  of  the  district  was  only 
twenty-three  females.  Since  the  Census  was  taken  plans  under 
the  building  bye-laws  have  been  approved  for  108  houses, 
while  only  seven  have  been  closed  as  not  fit  for  occupation. 
At  the  mean  density  of  occupation  of  4*5  persons  per  house 
this  would  be  equivalent  to  an  addition  of  nearly  450  to  the 
population,  but  a good  many  houses  are  at  present  untenanted 
and  the  rates  for  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district  are  calculated 
on  the  basis  of  the  Census  returns  plus  the  annual  rate  of 
increase  during  the  previous  ten  years  and  on  an  estimated 
population  of  2,886. 

Sewerage  and  Water  Supply.— At  present  the  whole 
district  is  unsewered,  but  the  question  of  providing  sewerage 
for  the  village  of  Goring  is  one  which  calls  for  consideration  in 
view  of  its  recent  growth,  the  cramped  space  available  for 
dealing  with  the  house  sewage  in  many  of  the  older  premises, 
and  the  large  temporary  increase  of  the  population  during  the 
summer  months,  As  regards  water  supply,  the  mains  of  the 
Goring  Company  are  laid  throughout  the  village  and  extend 
beyond  it.  Whitchurch  has  a corresponding  supply  from  the 
Tilehurst  Company,  and  there  is  a storage  tank  at  Mapledurham. 

Sanitary  Work. — Mr.  Windle,  sanitary  inspector,  reports 
the  inspection  of  148  premises  during  the  year  and  the  dis- 
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covery  of  nuisances  on  ten,  all  of  which  were  abated — see 
Table  D.  Six  cowsheds,  one  slaug-hterhouse  and  four  bake- 
houses were  inspected  — one  of  the  last-named  required 
cleansing".  Thirty-six  sets  of  plans,  relating  to  forty-seven 
new  houses,  were  passed  by  the  Council ; most  of  them  have 
their  water  supply  from  the  Company’s  mains. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.— Six  factories  and 
fifteen  workshops  were  inspected  and  found  tc  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  except  in  one  case  where  the  place  re- 
quired cleansing,  which  was  carried  out. 

Notifiable  Sickness.  — Three  notifications  only  were 
received  during  the  year,  viz.,  one  each  of  diphtheria,  scarlet 
fever  and  enteric  fever.  The  typhoid  case  was  that  of  an  adult 
who  contracted  the  disease  in  Egypt,  but  the  source  of  infection 
in  the  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  attacks  could  not  be  traced. 
Both  premises  were  in  fairly  good  sanitary  order,  but  the 
diphtheria  case  proved  fatal.  The  only  other  death  from  a 
zymotic  complaint  was  that  of  an  infant  from  diarrhoea. 

Vital  Statistics.— Forty-eight  births  (M.  26,  F.  22)  were 
registered,  being  eight  fewer  than  in  1904,  and  twenty-five 
deaths,  viz.,  first  quarter,  7;  second  quarter,  4 ; third  quarter,  5 ; 
fourth  quarter,  9;  to  which  four  deaths  in  Bradfield  Union 
House  and  two  in  Reading  Hospital  of  previous  residents  have 
to  be  added,  making  the  nett  mortality  thirty-one — M.  16,  F.  15. 
There  were  six  deaths  of  infants  in  their  first  year,  of  whom 
four  were  born  prematurely — see  Table  V. — while  sixteen  were 
persons  above  sixty-five  years  old,  equal  to  50%  of  the  mortality 
at  all  ages.  There  were  only  nine  deaths  at  the  intervening 
years  (1-65)  being  little  more  than  three  per  1,000  for  the 
persons  enumerated  at  those  ages  in  1901 — see  Table  IV. 
Both  the  birth  and  the  nett  death  rates  were  very  low,  being 
respectively  i6"6  and  I0"7  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion, but  as  the  result  of  the  mortality  among  infants  born 
prematurely,  the  infantile  deaths  were  125  per  1,000  registered 
births.  Pulmonary  inflammations  were  fatal  to  seven,  mostly 
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elderly  persons.  Consumption  and  cancer  each  accounted  for 
two  deaths,  as  did  brain  and  kidney  diseases  for  three  apiece. 

The  death  rates  per  i.ooo  of  the  population  for  the  under- 
mentioned diseases  were — 
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TABLE  IV. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during:  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents" — 

Union  House,  Bradfield. 


Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  ” from  it : 

County  Asylum,  Moulsford;  and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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At  Census  of  1901 : Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  54,305  ; Total  population 
at  all  ages,  15,260  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  3,322  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-6. 
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Isolation  Hospital : None  in  the  district. 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

1 Certified 

1 Uncertified  

Small-pox  

Chicken-pox  ... 
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COOKHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  27,428  acres  land  and  373  inland  water;  occupied  houses 
(Census  1901)2,373;  population  10,574;  density  of  occupation 
4'5  persons  per  house  and  one  to  about  every  2-6  acres. 

Bisham,  Bray,  Cookham  and  Hurley  are  chiefly  on  the 
river  drift  gravels,  but  at  the  south  end  of  Hurley  and  onwards 
to  Holyport  and  Bray  the  London  clay  or  the  Woolwich 
and  Reading-  beds  are  found.  The  rest  of  the  district  is  on 
the  chalk. 

Housing  and  Population.— Since  the  last  Census  was 
taken  there  has  been  a considerable  amount  of  building  in  the 
district,  plans  for  267  new  houses  having  been  approved  by 
the  Council  since  1902,  ninety- two  of  these  were  sanctioned 
during  the  past  year.  This  points  to  a large  and  steady  in- 
crease of  the  population,  which  in  the  ten  years  1891-1901  had 
averaged  only  seventy-one  persons  per  annum,  but  the  actual 
numbers  cannot  be  known  till  the  next  Census  is  taken,  and  the 
statistics  for  this  report  are  calculated  according  to  the  usual 
practice  on  the  basis  of  the  last  Census  returns  and  on  an 
estimated  population  of  10,970  at  the  middle  of  1905. 

Sewerage  and  Water  Supply.— No  part  of  the  district 
is  sewered,  and  the  houses  are  so  scattered  over  the  greater 
part  of  its  area  that  at  the  present  time  it  is  only  as  regards 
Bray  and  Cookham  villages  that  the  question  of  the  provision 
of  sewerage  is  at  all  coming  to  the  front,  but  if  the  present 
rate  of  increase  continues  it  will  become  ripe  for  consideration 
by  the  Council  before  very  long  for  both  places.  As  regards 
water  supply,  there  have  been  122  fresh  services  furnished  (all 
but  two  being  from  the  mains  of  the  Maidenhead  \Vater  Com- 
pany) during  the  past  year.  In  twelve  instances  the  previous 
supplies  were  impure  (eleven)  or  deficient  (one),  and  three 
samples  which  were  taken  for  analysis  were  condemned. 
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Isolation  Hospital.— By  arrang-ement  with  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Maidenhead,  cases  of  infectious  sickness  can  be  received 
into  their  hospital  if  the  necessity  arises. 

Sanitary  Work. — Mr.  Coleman,  sanitary  inspector,  re- 
ports the  inspection  of  205  premises  during  the  year.  Nuisances 
were  found  on  150  and  abated  on  113  of  the  number — see 
Table  D — nearly  half  of  which  (fifty-seven)  were  matters  of 
foul  closets  or  drains,  twelve  premises  being  provided  with  new 
closets,  and  sixteen  foul  or  dilapidated  houses  were  put  into  a 
sanitary  condition. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  &c.— Forty  cowsheds,  seven  pig- 
geries, two  slaughterhouses  and  fifteen  bakehouses  were  in- 
spected. Eleven  cowsheds  and  eight  bakehouses  were  found 
to  require  cleansing,  which  was  carried  out. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  — Seven  factories 
and  twenty-eight  workshops,  of  which  twenty  were  bakehouses, 
are  on  the  register ; twenty-seven  were  inspected  and  want  of 
cleanliness  was  remedied  on  eight  bakehouses.  Otherwise 
they  were  found  in  conformity  with  the  Act. 

Reports  were  made  to  the  Council  on  the  insanitary  con- 
dition of  Noah’s  Ark  cottages,  Cookham  Dene,  as  also  on  the 
ditches  at  Cookham  Moor,  the  cleansing  of  which  was  advised, 
with  the  filling  in  of  some  useless  ones.  Special  inspection  was 
made  of  the  proposed  site  for  the  new  Cemetery  at  Cookham,  a 
report  thereon  being  presented  to  the  Parish  Council,  and  by 
the  wish  of  the  Guardians  two  houses  at  Boyn  Hill,  which  it 
was  proposed  to  take  for  the  purposes  of  “Children’s  Homes,” 
were  inspected  in  detail  and  reported  to  the  Board. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Sickness.— Twenty-four  notifica- 
tions were  received  during  the  year,  viz.,  scarlet  fever,  fourteen ; 
erysipelas,  seven;  and  one  each  of  diphtheria,  enteric  and 
puerperal  fevers. 

The  scarlet  fever  attacks  occurred  in  eight  families  scattered 
over  the  district  and  mostly  between  January  and  August.  No 
history  of  exposure  to  infection  could  be  made  out,  and  all  were 
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unconnected  with  each  other  except  a group  of  five  reported  in 
July  at  Cookham  on  account  of  which  the  school  was  closed  for 
a time.  In  two  instances  the  sanitary  conditions  were  bad. 
There  were  not  any  deaths  from  either  of  the  complaints 
notified. 

As  regards  the  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever  cases,  both  pre- 
mises were  found  in  a satisfactory  condition,  nor  had  there 
been  any  known  exposure  to  infection. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Illness.— In  July  whooping 
cough  broke  out  at  Knowl  Hill  and  at  Cookham  Dene,  and 
both  schools  were  closed.  The  complaint  was  fatal  to  six 
infants  and  young  children.  There  was  one  death  from  measles, 
of  which  there  was  an  outbreak  in  the  same  month  at  Burchett’s 
Green  and  at  Knowl  Hill.  There  were  also  two  deaths  from 
infantile  diarrhoea  and  enteritis. 

Vital  Statistics. — Two  hundred  and  sixty-four  births 
were  registered  during  the  year — M.  128,  F.  136 — and  109 
deaths,  viz.,  first  quarter,  24;  second  quarter,  38;  third  quar- 
ter, 17;  fourth  quarter,  38— to  which  nineteen  of  previous 
residents  in  the  district  have  to  be  added  who  died  in  institutions 
outside  it,  viz.,  Maidenhead  Union  House,  fourteen  ; Cottage 
Hospital,  two;  County  Asylum,  two;  Reading  Hospital,  one; 
the  nett  deaths  amounting  to  128 — M.  60,  F.  68 — sixteen  being 
infants  less  than  a twelvemonth  old  and  fifty  persons  over 
sixty-five  years  of  age — see  Tables  IV.  and  V.  The  birth  rate 
was  24-9  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  and  the  nett 
death  rate  12*8,  the  infantile  mortality  being  61  per  1,000  regis- 
tered births.  Both  these  death  rates  were  satisfactorily  low. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  eight  persons,  chiefly  between 
twenty- five  and  forty-five  years  of  age,  but  there  were  seventeen 
deaths  from  cancer — an  unusually  high  number — not  however 
necessarily  pointing  to  any  exce.ssive  incidence  of  this  disease 
during  the  year,  as  it  is  usually  very  chronic  in  its  character, 
extending  over  a long  period  before  it  proves  fatal. 

F 
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Pulmonary  inflammations  caused  twenty  deaths,  and  there 
were  twelve  from  heart  complaints,  fifteen  from  apoplexy  and 
brain  diseases — these  mostly  of  old  people.  Seven  children 
under  five  years  of  age  died  from  developmental  diseases,  and 
there  were  six  from  old  age  and  decay. 

The  death  rates  per  i,ooo  of  the  population  for  the  under- 
mentioned diseases  were — 

Measles  ...  O'Og  Cancer  ...  P53 

Whooping  Cough  0'54  Pulmonary  Inflammations  p8o 

Diarrhoea,  &c....  0'i8  De 


Phthisis 


COOKHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 


TABLE  1. 


TABLE  IV. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents” — Nil. 

Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  ” from  it : — 

Union  House,  Maidenhead  ; Cottage  Hospital,  Maidenhead ; County  Asylum,  Moulsford  ; and 
Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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At  Census  of  1901  : Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  27,428  ; Total  population 
at  all  ages,  10,574  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,373  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-5. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

cases  notified  in  whole  district. 

NO.  OF  cases 
REMOVED 

TO  HOSPITAL 
FROM  EACH 
LOCALITY. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

Under 

I. 

I to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Small-pox  

Cholera  

Diphtheria  

I 

I 

Membranous  croup 

Erysipelas  

7 

I 

6 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

U 

3 

9 

2 

Typhus  fever  ... 

Enteric  fever  ... 

I 

I 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

I 

I 

Plague 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

... 

Totals 

31 

1 

9 

1 

7 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 


All  ages. 

Under  i. 

I 6*  under  5. 

5 & under  15. 

T3 

C 

P 

•h 

vn 

C 

3 

0) 

N 

•D 

C 

3 

•h 

•D 

k. 

rt 

a. 

3 

<b 

z 

0 

s S 

No.  of  Persons  living  in  ) 
District  at  respective  [• 
ages,  Census  igoi  i 

10,574 

235 

890 

2272 

1775 

2942 

1739 

721 

X H 

u 

Cl  H 

Causes  of  Death. 

I 

Death 

Di 

2 

S IN 

>TRIC 

3 

OR 

T AT 

4 

JELO 

SUB 

5 

nIGIN 

JOIN 

6 

3 TO 

ED  A 

7A 

WHC 

ges. 

7B 

)LE 

8 

ta 

D 

CL 

Small-pox 

Measles  

I 

I 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough ... 

6 

3 

3 

Diphtheria  and  mem-  1 
branous  croup  ...  ) 

Croup  

(Typhus  ... 

Fever -j  Enteric  ... 

[ Other  continued... 

Epidemic  influenza 

Cholera  

Plague  

Diarrhoea  ... 

I 

I 

Enteritis 

2 

I 

I 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 

Acute  rheumatism 

Phthisis  

8 

6 

1 

I 

Q 

Other  tubercular  diseases  . 

6 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

JZ 

c 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

17 

I 

3 

7 

6 

.0 

3 

Bronchitis 

7 

I 

r 

5 

a 

Pneumonia 

12 

1 

2 

2 

2 

5 

0 

Pleurisy  

I 

I 

Si 

3 

a. 

Other  diseases  of  Respi- 1 

>, 

c 

ratory  organs 
Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Venereal  diseases 

•••/ 

:::} 

2 

I 

I 

0 

'Z, 

Premature  birth  ... 

I 

I 

Diseases  and  accidents  j 

parturition  ... 

Heart  diseases 

...f 

12 

I 

2 

9 

Other  diseases  of  circu-  1 
lating  system  ...  l 

Accidents 

I 

5 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Suicides  

I 

1 

Apoplexy  and  cereb 
hemorrhage 

Other  diseases  of  brs 
and  nervous  systei 
Diseases  of  digestive 

ral  1 
in  1 

n ) 

9 

6 

I 

4 

2 

3 

5 

3 

I 

system 

Hepatic  diseases 

3 o 

'.fi  g 
3 « 

Renal  diseases  ...  J 

5 

I 

4 

Rheumatism,  gout,  and  ) 
rheumatoid  arthritis  1 
Developmental  diseases  i 
under  5 years  of  age  ) 

Old  age  and  decay 

7 

6 

7 

6 

AH  other  causes  ... 

5 

... 

I 

I 

I 

2 

AH  causes  ... 

M.  1 F. 
60  1 68 

16 

6 

1 

5 

30 

27 

50 

138 

Isolation  Hospital : None  at  present  in  district. 

Cases  can  be  sent  to  the  Hospital  in  the  Urban  District  of  Maidenhead. 
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them — see  Table  D.  Forty  related  to  insanitary  w.c.’s,  twelve 
new  ones  were  built  and  proper  flushing  arrangements  were 
provided  for  twenty-eight.  Of  the  forty-eig'ht  defective  house 
drains  dealt  with,  thirteen  were  reconstructed  and  thirty-five 
repaired.  Four  water  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  and 
fresh  supplies  were  furnished  in  two  cases  where  the  water 
proved  to  be  impure. 

Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  &c. — Three  cowsheds,  two  of 
which  required  cleansing,  five  dairies  and  seven  milkshops 
were  inspected  twice  during  the  year.  Quarterly  inspections 
were  made  of  the  seven  registered  slaughterhouses,  three 
were  found  to  require  cleansing,  as  also  the  same  number  of 
the  fifteen  bakehouses  in  the  town,  v/hich  are  visited  thrice  a 
year.  Twelve  piggeries  were  inspected,  of  which  four  were 
found  to  be  improperly  kept  and  the  nuisances  were  abated. 
Quarterly  inspections  are  also  made  of  the  four  common 
lodginghouses  and  they  were  found  to  be  properly  kept  and 
the  regulations  observed. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  — Seventeen  facto- 
ries, forty-nine  workshops  (occupied  for  ordinary  trade  purposes 
and  not  including  the  fifteen  bakeries),  twenty-one  workplaces 
and  the  premises  of  seven  homeworkers  were  inspected, 
cleansing  or  whitewashing  being  required  in  nine  cases  and 
improved  drainage  in  five,  including  one  case  notified  by  H.M. 
Inspector.  The  required  works  were  carried  out  in  all  but  two 
cases  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Sickness. — Thirty-four  notifica- 
tions were  received,  viz. : diphtheria,  three;  erysipelas,  four; 
scarlet  fever,  twenty-two ; enteric  fever,  five.  The  only  fatal 
attack  was  one  of  erysipelas. 

Diphtheria. — The  earliest  case  notified  was  in  July  in  a 
caravan  on  the  Moor.  It  was  taken  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
for  treatment.  Another  was  reported  in  the  Powney  Road 
during  August  and  the  third  occurred  in  December  in  a house 
in  Saunder’s  Square,  The  sanitary  arrangements  of  both 
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premises  were  satisfactory  and  there  had  not  been  any  trace- 
able exposure  to  infection. 

Scarlet  Fever. — In  February  four  cases  occurred  amongst 
the  children  attending  the  national  schools.  In  June  and  July 
four  children  attending  Boyn  Hill  Schools  were  attacked.  In 
August  there  were  four  cases  in  one  family.  The  infection  was 
brought  from  outside  the  district.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  some  eight  more  which  apparently  had  not  any 
connection  with  each  other,  four  were  adults,  and  some  were 
young  children  who  had  not  commenced  school  attendance. 
Three  cases  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Enteric  Fever.— Two  of  the  attacks  occurred  in  a house 
at  Boyn  Hill.  There  was  not  anything  on  the  premises  to 
account  for  them.  A third  was  an  imported  case,  and  there 
was  not  any  traceable  history  of  the  origin  of  the  other  two  ; 
nor  was  there  any  connection  between  them,  as  they  occurred 
at  considerable  intervals  and  in  different  parts  of  the  town. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Complaints.— There  were 
not  any  serious  outbreaks,  but  measles  accounted  for  two 
deaths;  whooping  cough  for  three,  diarrhoea  for  four,  all  being 
young  children — while  influenza  was  fatal  to  three  old  people. 

Vital  Statistics. — Three  hundred  and  eleven  births  were 
registered  during  the  year  M.  149.  F.  162;  and  187  deaths,  viz  , 
first  quarter,  54;  second  quarter,  51;  third  quarter,  34;  fourth 
quarter,  48 — 4*3  of  them  being  in  the  Union  House  and  the 
Cottage  Hospital,  from  which  sixteen  have  to  be  deducted  as 
^‘non-residents.”  Eight  deaths  in  the  County  Asylum  and  one 
in  Reading  Hospital  have  to  be  added  as  former  residents  in 
the  district,  the  nett  mortality  being  180 — M.  98,  F.  82.  There 
were  twenty  infantile  deaths — see  Table  V. — and  seventy-five 
were  persons  over  sixty-five  years  old.  The  birth  rate  was 
22’4  and  the  nett  death  rate  I2’9  per  i,oco  of  the  estimated 
population;  and  the  infantile  deaths,  including  four  children 
born  prematurely,  was  at  the  rate  of  80  per  i,ooo  registered 
births.  All  these  rates  were  low. 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

1 Certified 

1 Uncertified 

’ Small-pox 

1 Chicken-pox  ... 

' Measles  ...  

1 Scarlet  Fever ... 

1 Diphtheria  : Croup 

, Whooping  Cough 

’ Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

j Enteritis  (not  Tuberculous)... 

I Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal  \ 
Catarrh  ...  ...  / 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects  ... 

, Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk... 

, Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus . 

[ Tuberculous  Meningitis 

' Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : ) 

j Tabes  Mesenterica  j 

[ Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous^ 

Convulsions  ... 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying 

Other  Causes ... 
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Consumption  was  fatal  to  seventeen  persons  and  cancerous 
diseases  to  thirteen,  the  deaths  from  pulmonary  inflammations 
amounting-  to  thirty-three.  Fifteen  persons  died  from  heart 
complaints  and  twenty-five,  mostly  old  people,  from  apoplexy 
or  diseases  of  the  brain,  &c.  There  were  ten  deaths  of 
children  under  five  years  old  from  developmental  diseases,  and 
ten  were  referred  to  old  age  and  decay — see  Table  IV. 

The  death  rates  per  i,ooo  of  the  population  for  the  under- 
mentioned causes  of  death  were — 


Measles 

0-07 

Phthisis 

1-22 

Whooping  Cough 

0-21 

Chancer  ■*.  •••  ••• 

0-93 

Influenza 

0‘2I 

Pulmonary  Inflammations 

2-37 

Diarrhoea 

0-28 

Developmental  Diseases  I 
under  five  years  of  age  J 

072 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  1. 


TABLE  IV. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents” — 

Union  House,  Maidenhead  ; and  Cottage  Hospital,  Maidenhead. 

Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents " from  it : — 

County  Asylum,  Moulsford;  and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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1895 

11,518 

310 

26'9 

41 

132 

171 

14-8 

32 

25 

146 

127 

1896 

11,756 

325 

27*6 

39 

120 

181 

15-4 

34 

15 

3 

169 

14*4 

1897 

11.993 

340 

28-3 

44 

129 

166 

13-8 

29 

15 

8 

159 

I3'2 

1898 

12,230 

316 

25-8 

41 

130 

185 

15-1 

35 

12 

2 

175 

14-3 

1899 

12,467 

316 

25-3 

42 

133 

211 

i6'9 

37 

16 

5 

200 

i6'0 

1900 

12,704 

332 

26-1 

48 

145 

195 

15-3 

35 

15 

4 

184 

I4'5 

1901 

12,940 

336 

26’0 

34 

lor 

175 

13-5 

42 

19 

8 

164 

127 

1902 

13,178 

347 

26-3 

37 

107 

196 

I4’9 

36 

16 

7 

187 

14*2 

1903 

13,416 

359 

26-7 

31 

103 

17I 

I2’7 

37 

18 

4 

157 

ri7 

1904 

13,650 

344 

25’2 

36 

104 

186 

13-6 

35 

16 

6 

170 

I2’4 

Averages 
for  years 
1895-1904 

12,854 

332 

26’4 

39 

120 

183 

14-6 

35 

16 

5 

171 

13-6 

1905 

13,891 

311 

22-4 

25 

80 

187 

13-5 

43 

16 

9 

180 

129 

* Rales  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

At  Census  of  1901  : Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  2,095  > Total  population 
at  all  ages,  12,980  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,763  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4’9- 


TABLE  HI. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

cases  notified  in  whole  district. 

NO.  OF  cases 

REMOVED 

TO  HOSPITAL 
FROM  EACH 
LOCALITY. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

Under 

I, 

I to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

3 

2 

I 

I 

Membranous  croup 

Erysipelas  ...  ••• 

4 

I 

I 

2 

Scarlet  fever  

22 

3 

14 

I 

4 

3 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever  ... 

5 

2 

I 

2 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

Plague 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

Totals  

34 

5 

18 

3 

8 

4 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 


No.  of  Persons  living  in  ] 
District  at  respective  V 
ages.  Census  igoi  ) 

Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem-  j 
branous  croup  ...  ( 
Croup  

(Typhus  ... 

Fever-  Enteric  ... 

Other  continued... 
Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea  ... 

Enteritis  ... 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 
Other  septic  diseases 
Acute  rheumatism 
Phthisis  ... 

Other  tubercular  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 


spi-| 


Pleurisy  ... 

Other  diseases  of  Respi- 
ratory organs 
Alcoholism  ...  ...  I 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ...  / 

Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth  ... 

Diseases  and  accidents  ( 

parturition ) 

Heart  diseases 

Other  diseases  of  circu-  I 
lating  system  ...  I 
Accidents 

Suicides  

Apoplexy  and  cerebral  | 
hemorrhage  ...  i 
Other  diseases  of  brain  j 
and  nervous  system  j 
Diseases  of  digestive 
system  ... 

Hepatic  diseases  ... 

Renal  diseases  ... . 

Rheumatism,  gout,  and  j 
rheumatoid  arthritis  f 
Developmental  diseases  j 
under  5 years  of  age  j 

Old  age  and  decay 
All  other  causes  ... 


All  causes 


12,980  308  10932763242337452027624 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole 
District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

A 4 _5_  _ 6 I 7A  7B  1 8 


13 

13 

19 

I 

3 

4 


M.  I F. 

98  82 
180 


25 


27 


35 


75 


13 


Isolation  Hospital : On  the  western  outskirts  of  the  town. 


Deaths  in 

Public  Institutions. 


MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

1 Certified 

1 Uncertified 

' Small-pox  

Chicken-pox  ... 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever ... 

1 Diphtheria  : Croup  ... 

, Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhcea,  all  forms  ... 

^ Enteritis  (not  Tuberculous)... 

^ Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal  \ 
Catarrh  ...  ...  / 

* Premature  Birth 

1 Congenital  Defects  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk... 

, Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : ) 

j Tabes  Mesenterica  ( 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions  ... 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying 

Other  Causes ... 
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Births  in  the  year  ) Registered  Deaths  from  ) j.  Population  1 « 

legitimate  and  illegitimate  J ^ all  Causes  at  all  Ages  J ' to  middle  of  1905  f 
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EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  26,897  acres  land  and  136  inland  water.  Occupied  houses 
(Census  of  1901)  2,928.  Population  15,757,  of  whom  nearly 
1,000  were  scholars  in  Wellington  College  or  cadets  at  the 
Royal  Military  College,  Sandhurst,  and  657  inmates  of  Broad- 
moor Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum  received  from  various  part>  of 
the  country.  There  were  also  no  inmates  of  the  workhouse 
and  thirty-two  patients  in  the  Ascot  Priory  Home.  Mean  density 
of  occupation  5'4  persons  per  house  and  about  one  to  every  i-8 
acres.  The  district  is  on  the  London  clay  to  the  north  of  the 
London  and  South  Western  Railway,  with  a little  to  the  south 
of  the  line.  The  remainder  .is  on  the  Bagshot  formation 

Population  and  Housing.— At  the  last  Census  there 
was  a considerable  excess  of  males  over  females  and  of  persons 
between  the  ages  15-25,  and  25-45,  in  consequence  of  the  two 
colleges  being  in  session  at  the  time  it  was  taken.  The  students 
at  both  places  are  youths  or  young  men  in  the  prime  of  life, 
amongst  whom  there  is  practically  not  any  mortality,  and  they 
are  residents  in  the  district  only  during  term  time.  The  vital 
statistics  of  the  year  are,  however,  based  as  usual  on  the  Census 
returns  after  the  exclusion  of  the  lunatic  inmates  of  Broadmoor 
and  the  nett  population  is  estimated  as  15.899  the  middle 

of  1905- 

As  regards  housing — in  some  parts  of  the  district  many 
cottages  are  of  a low  class,  and  where  they  are  situated  on  the 
“clay”  the  well  water  supply  is  generally  unsatisfactory; 
plans  for  ninety-six  new  houses  have  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  and  all  but  three  have  been  erected, 
making  a total  of  372  since  1900,  certificates  of  water  supply 
were  granted  for  fifty-two.  Two  were  reported  and  closed  as 
unfit  for  habitation  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act.  Overcrowding  was  abated  in  three  cases  and  twenty- 
three  foul  or  dilapidated  cottages  were  cleansed  and  repaired. 
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Sewerage. — The  Bracknell  Special  Drainage  District  is 
the  only  area  at  present  provided  with  sewerage — the  sewers 
have  been  extended  and  the  flushing  arrangements  improved 
during  the  year — the  sewage  being  treated  in  bacterial  tanks 
before  it  is  passed  on  to  the  land  and  thence  to  the  stream. 

Water  Supply.— Eighteen  samples  of  water  v/ere  sub- 
mitted to  analysis,  ten  of  which  were  found  to  be  more  or  less 
polluted,  five  were  of  fair  and  three  of  good  quality.  Fresh 
supplies  were  provided  for  twenty-six  premises,  viz.,  five  from 
new  wells  and  twenty-one  from  the  mains  of  the  three  water 
companies  which  are  laid  in  various  areas  in  the  district — viz., 
the  Frimley  Company  in  Crowthorne  and  Sandhurst,  the 
Egham  Company  in  Winkfield,  the  Wokingham  Company  in 
Bracknell  and  the  vicinity. 

Isolation  Hospital.  — Up  to  the  present  time  there  is  not 
any  in  the  district,  but  occasions  arise  from  time  to  time  when 
such  a provision  would  be  of  essential  service. 

Sanitary  Work.— Mr.  Yorke,  sanitary  inspector,  reports 
the  inspection  of  1,229  premises,  377  being  in  detail.  Nuisances 
were  discovered  on  217,  all  of  which  were  abated  by  the  end  of 
the  year — see  Table  D.  Thirty-seven  related  to  pail  closets 
and  twenty-one  to  foul  drains  or  blocked  sewers.  Three  w.c.s 
and  ten  pail  closets  were  provided.  Twenty-three  cowsheds, 
twelve  dairies  and  one  milkshop  were  inspected.  Six  of  the 
cowsheds  required  improvements  or  cleansing,  as  did  six  of  the 
seven  slaughterhouses,  three  of  the  eight  piggeries,  and  three 
of  the  twenty-eight  bakehouses  visited;  sixty-seven  foul  ditches 
and  watercourses  were  cleaned  out.  Reports  were  prepared 
as  to  the  sanitary  fittings  of  the  thirteen  elementary  schools  in 
the  district,  and  detailed  inspections  were  made  of  forty-three 
premises  in  Lovel  Road — as  to  the  arrangements  for  dealing 
with  their  sewage. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.— One  factory  and 
ninety-seven  workshops,  as  also  twenty-eight  bakeries,  were 
inspected.  Insufficient  ventilation  was  found  in  one,  bad  floor 
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drainage  in  three,  and  want  of  cleanliness  in  four  cases;  all 
were  remedied.  There  are  136  premises  on  the  register — viz., 
twenty-eight  bakers,  twenty-five  builders,  twelve  brickyards, 
twenty-two  laundries,  nineteen  smiths,  and  thirty  miscellaneous 
trades. 

A detailed  report  was  made  to  the  Council  with  reference 
to  a letter  addressed  to  the  Local  Government  Board  by  fifteen 
residents  at  Crowthorne  as  to  the  “drainage  of  the  parish  and 
neighbourhood.”  After  a careful  inspection  of  the  whole 
locality,  I advised  the  Council  that  as  at  the  present  time  it  is 
mainly  in  the  village  street  that  the  houses  are  at  all  closely 
aggregated — while  in  the  new  and  outlying  roads  they  are  as 
yet  few  and  scattered — the  time  had  not  yet  arrived  to  carry 
out  a sewerage  scheme,  which  would  necessarily  be  a costly 
one,  in  the  absence  of  any  special  insanitary  conditions  calling 
for  immediate  action.  Reports  were  also  presented  on  insani- 
tary premises  at  Easthampstead,  Warfield,  Sandhurst,  on  a 
gipsy  encampment  at  Owlsmoor,  on  a case  of  suspected  small 
pox  at  Warfield,  as  also  representations  under  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act  on  premises  at  Jenkin’s  Green  and 
Babylon. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.— Thirty-four  notifica- 
tions were  received  (being  the  same  number  as  in  1904),  viz., 
diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  fifteen ; erysipelas,  ten ; 
scarlet  fever,  seven ; puerperal  fever,  one ; chicken  pox,  one. 
The  only  fatal  attack  being  one  of  an  infant  from  diphtheria. 
One  death  in  Reading  Hospital  was  certified  as  from  enteric 
fever.  It  had  not  been  notified  before  admission. 

Diphtheria.— Two  cases  in  one  family  were  notified  in 
January,  three  in  another  in  March,  and  two  in  each  of  the 
months  July,  August,  September  and  November.  There  was 
not  any  traceable  connection  between  them,  they  occurred  in 
different  localities,  and  two  were  contracted  outside  the  district. 
In  two  cases  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  faulty. 
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Scarlet  Fever.— One  attack  was  reported  in  January  and 
the  others  in  three  families  living’  in  Sandhurst  and  Winkfield 
in  September  and  October.  The  sanitary  arrang’ements  and 
surroundings  were  at  fault  in  three  of  the  four  cottages  where 
the  cases  occurred. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Complaints.— Chicken  pox 
was  prevalent  in  some  places  during  the  summer,  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  Binfield  school  was  temporarily  closed  on 
account  of  it;  one  case  at  Warfield  simulated  modified  small 
pox,  and  the  death  of  one  infant  resulted  from  the  complaint. 

Outbreaks  of  measles,  whooping  cough,  mumps  and 
influenza  occurred  from  January  to  March  in  Sandhurst,  Crow- 
thorne,  Broadmoor,  and  also  in  Binfield,  for  which  the  schools 
had  to  be  closed ; and  there  were  four  deaths  from  whooping 
cough,  one  from  measles,  with  two  from  influenza.  Enteritis 
was  fatal  to  three  infants. 

Vital  Statistics.— The  births  registered  in  the  year  were 
367 — M.  \y\,  F,  196 — and  there  were  180  deaths,  viz.,  first 
quarter,  55;  second  quarter,  36;  third  quarter,  33;  fourth 
quarter,  56,  eighteen  being  inmates  of  the  Union  House  with 
twenty  patients  in  Broadmoor — deducting  these  last  as  “ non- 
residents " and  adding  three  deaths  in  the  County  Asylum  and 
five  in  Reading  Hospital  of  former  residents,  the  nett  number 
is  168 — M.  84,  F.  84 — twenty-six  being  infants  less  than  a 
twelvemonth  old — see  Table  V. — and  sixty-five  persons  over 
sixty-five.  The  birth  rate  was  23*1  and  the  nett  death  rate  lO’S 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  If  the  thousand  or  so 
inmates  of  Wellington  and  Sandhurst  Colleges,  amongst  whom 
there  were  not  any  deaths,  were  deducted  these  rates  would  be 
somewhat  higher.  The  infantile  mortality  was  at  the  rate  of 
71  per  1,000  registered  births.  In  any  case,  however,  all  these 
rates  were  very  moderate  ones. 

The  deaths  of  infants  include  ten  from  congenital  defects 
or  premature  birth,  eight  dying  in  their  first  week. 
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Consumption  and  cancer  were  each  fatal  to  thirteen 
persons  and  pulmonary  inflammations  to  nineteen.  There  were 
eleven  deaths  from  heart  complaints,  fourteen  from  apoplexy 
and  diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  and  the  same  number  from 
developmental  diseases  under  five  years  of  age.  Twenty-seven 
were  referred  to  old  age  and  four  were  due  to  accidental 
injuries. 

The  death  rates  per  i,000  of  the  population  from  the 
following  causes  of  death  were — 
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TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Non-residents  *' — 

Broadmoor  Asylum. 


Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  ” from  it : — 
County  Asylum,  Moulsford;  and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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at  all  ages,  15,757  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,928  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5*4. 


TABLE  III, 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 
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WINDSOR  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  10,339  acres  land  and  228  inland  water;  population 
(Census  of  1901)  14,265;  occupied  houses  2,807;  mean  density 
of  occupation  5M  persons  per  house  and  about  i‘4  per  acre. 
Of  the  total  population  357  were  inmates  of  the  Union  House 
or  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  belonging-  in  part  to  other  districts. 
The  mean  yearly  rate  of  increase  between  1891  and  1901  was 
174  persons,  and,  assuming  this  to  have  continued  since,  the 
nett  population  at  the  middle  of  1905  is  estimated  at  14,774. 

Clewer  Without  and  Old  Windsor  are  on  the  London  clay, 
except  the  strip  adjoining  the  Thames,  which  is  on  the  river 
gravels ; the  rest  of  the  district  is  mostly  on  the  Bagshot 
formation. 

Housing.— During  the  three  years  1903-5  plans  have 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Council  under  the  bye-laws  for  some 
150  new  houses — (seventy-eight  during  the  past  year),  and  most 
of  them  have  been  erected,  but  in  some  localities  there  are  still 
many  very  insanitary  old  cottages.  Two  have  been  voluntarily 
closed  at  Clewer  New  Town,  and  three  at  Clewer  Without  sold 
and  pulled  down  as  unfit  for  occupation  after  correspondence 
with  the  respective  owners.  There  is  very  little  serious  over- 
crowding, but  four  cases  were  abated  during  the  year,  eight 
foul  premises  were  cleansed  and  seven  dilapidated  ones  put 
into  repair. 

Sewerage  and  Water  Supply.  — On  September  20th 
the  first  pipe  of  the  Clewer  Without  Sewerage  was  laid  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  District  Council,  and  the  work  has  since  been 
steadily  gone  on  with.  Its  completion  will  be  a very  great 
benefit  to  the  area  served  by  it,  but  its  value  will  be  largely 
increased  when  the  scavenging  of  the  house  refuse  is  also 
undertaken,  as  it  is  in  but  few  cases  that  this  can  be  properly 
disposed  of  on  the  premises.  The  same  remarks  apply  to 
parts  of  Sunninghill  and  Sunningdale,  especially  to  Ascot  High 
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Street,  South  Ascot,  The  Rise,  The  Nursery,  &c.,  where  also 
the  need  for  sewerag-e  is  steadily  increasing’.  The  sanitary 
inspector  reports  that  he  has  received  frequent  complaints  as 
regards  Ascot  High  Street,  which  I have  myself  verified  as  to 
the  fouling  of  the  road  channels  and  ditch  by  the  surreptitious 
pouring  of  sewage  down  them,  but  visits  of  inspection,  whether 
by  day  or  night,  were  unsuccessful  in  detecting  the  offenders. 
The  Police,  however,  being  continuously  on  duty  on  the  spot, 
have  succeeded  in  getting  a conviction  under  Section  72  of  the 
Highway  Act,  1835,  with  a penalty  of  ten  shillings  and  costs; 
but  until  sewerage  and  scavenging  of  dry  refuse  is  provided  no 
effectual  remedy  for  the  existing  state  of  matters  can  be  found. 

As  regards  water  supply,  difficulties  crop  up  from  time  to 
time  in  the  area  served  by  the  South-West  Suburban  Company, 
from  their  unwillingness  to  extend  their  mains  to  localities 
where  the  supply  is  required,  except  under  guarantees  of  too 
stringent  a character  for  the  parties  concerned  to  accept.  A 
large  part  of  the  water  supply  of  the  district  is  still  from 
ordinary  or  tube  wells,  many  of  which  have  bad  or  suspicious 
surroundings.  Twenty-one  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  ; 
eight  of  them,  all  from  the  vicinity  of  Sunninghill  and  Sunning- 
dale,  proved  to  be  polluted  and  unfit  for  use.  Supplies  from 
the  mains  were  laid  on  to  twenty-one  premises.  The  analysis 
of  the  supply  of  the  South-West  Suburban  Water  Company 
gave,  as  usual,  good  chemical  but  unsatisfactory  bacteriological 
results,  showing  that  the  filtration  still  needs  improvement. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  scheme  for  providing  a hospital 
for  the  entire  Windsor  Union  is  at  present,  I regret  to  say,  in 
abeyance,  the  Corporation  of  Windsor  desiring  to  withdraw 
from  the  Joint  Board;  but  the  need  for  such  provision  has 
occurred  repeatedly  during  the  past  year,  cases  of  infectious 
illness  having  been  notified  in  several  instances  where  effectual 
isolation,  was  impracticable,  and  infection  has  spread  in  con- 
sequence, which  might  have  been  prevented  by  the  removal  to 
a hospital  of  initial  cases. 
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Sanitary  Work.— Mr.  E.  A.  Burch,  reports  the  inspection 
of  820  premises  during-  the  year,  172  of  them  in  detail;  272 
nuisances  were  discovered  and  were  abated  on  203  premises — 
see  Table  D. — sixty  related  to  foul  closets  and  sixty-three  to 
blocked  or  defective  drains,  &c.  Eleven  cases  of  impure  and 
nine  of  deficient  water  supply  were  remedied.  Thirty-nine 
foul  watercourses  and  ditches  were  cleansed  and  twenty-seven 
miscellaneous  nuisances  abated.  Thirty  cowsheds,  three 
dairies  and  five  milkshops  were  inspected,  ihree  of  which  re- 
quired cleansing-  or  improvement,  as  did  four  of  the  nineteen 
bakeries,  four  of  the  seven  slaughterhouses,  and  six  of  the 
nineteen  piggeries  visited.  Inspections  were  made  of  the 
sanitary  arrangements  of  Clewer  Green  Schools,  which  have 
now  been  greatly  improved,  as  have  those  of  the  National 
Schools,  Sunningdale.  It  is  proposed  to  effect  structural  im- 
provements at  Sunninghill  Schools  and  also  at  S.  Francis’ 
Schools,  South  Ascot. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.— Fifty-five  inspec- 
tions were  made  of  twenty-eight  workshops  (including  nineteen 
bakehouses)  and  five  of  homeworkers’  premises,  cleansing  and 
sundry  structural  improvements  were  required  in  four  bake- 
houses, and  notices  prohibiting  working  in  infected  premises 
were  served  on  two  hom.eworkers. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.— The  notifications  re- 
ceived in  1905  were  small  pox,  one;  diphtheria,  twenty-seven; 
erysipelas,  ten  ; scarlet  fever,  sixty-five ; enteric  fever,  one — 
the  only  death  being  one  from  scarlet  fever. 

Small  Pox. — The  case  was  that  of  an  unvaccinated  ship’s 
boy  on  board  the  “Nile”  ss.,  whose  home  was  at  Sunningdale, 
and  who  had  been  exposed  to  the  infection  during  his  return 
voyage.  The  ship  reached  Southampton  March  i8th  and  he 
came  home  apparently  well  on  the  20th.  On  the  28th  he  felt 
unwell,  but  the  nature  of  the  illness  was  not  recognised  till 
April  1st,  when  he  was  immediately  removed  to  the  Small  Pox 
Isolation  Hospital  at  the  Ham  by  Mr.  Burch.  The  lad  was 
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the  only  unvaccinated  member  of  his  family,  and  the  attack, 
which  was  of  the  confluent  type,  was  severe,  but  he  ultimately 
recovered.  All  the  “contacts"  requiring  it  were  revaccinated, 
the  house  disinfected,  the  usual  precautions  observed  for  a 
fortnight  and  there  was  not  any  spread  of  the  disease.  Under 
Mr.  Burch’s  superintendence,  the  Hospital,  which  had  not  ever 
been  completely  fitted  up  and  had  not  been  required  for  use 
for  some  years,  was  remodelled  and  put  into  a very  satisfactory 
condition  for  the  reception  of  any  cases  that  might  occur. 

Diphtheria.— In  February  one  attack  was  notified  at 
Sunningdale  and  one  at  Spital.  There  was  another  in  April 
at  Sunninghill.  In  neither  of  these  was  there  any  known  ex- 
posure to  infection  or  insanitary  conditions  of  premises  as 
would  account  for  the  cases,  and  there  was  not  any  spread 
from  either  of  them.  It  was  not  until  August  lOth  that  any 
further  notifications  were  received,  when  an  outbreak  occurred 
at  Nursery  Square,  Sunningdale,  and  seven  cases  occurred  in 
four  families  where  the  children  attended  the  National  School 
The  water  supply  was  from  a standpipe  on  the  water  company’s 
mains,  and  the  only  history  obtainable  was  that  “throats” 
had  been  prevalent  for  some  time  previous.  One  other  case 
occurred  in  September,  and  between  the  end  of  October  and 
late  in  November  twelve  attacks  were  reported,  mostly  uncon- 
nected with  each  other  and  in  different  localities,  viz., 
Dedworth,  Ascot,  Sunninghill  and  Clewer,  the  last  being 
notified  on  the  25  th. 

Scarlet  Fever.— In  January  one  case  occurred  in  Clewer, 
in  Old  Windsor  and  one  at  Sunninghill,  their  origin  could  not  be 
traced  and  there  was  not  any  spread.  In  February  a small 
group  of  attacks  was  notified  in  Cumberland  Lodge  Stables, 
the  initial  infection  being  possibly  imported  from  Richmond. 
The  Royal  Schools  were  temporarily  closed  in  consequence. 
Between  March  and  July  cases  were  reported  in  six  families  in 
Clewer,  and  in  August  and  September  there  was  a limited 
number  (nine)  of  attacks  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Sunninghill. 
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Towards  the  end  of  October  the  complaint  spread  from  the 
Borough  to  Clewer  Without,  especially  amongst  the  children 
attending  St.  Stephen’s  School,  some  thirty  cases  being  notified 
between  October  24th  and  November  7th.  On  the  schools 
being  closed  the  spread  of  infection  was  rapidly  checked,  but 
it  was  not  stamped  out  till  the  beginning  of  December,  there 
being  thirty-six  attacks  in  all,  one  of  which  was  fatal.  In  these 
outbreaks,  removal  to  an  Isolation  Hospital  not  being  possible, 
much  hardship  was  often  suffered  by  working  people,  who  had 
either  to  take  lodgings  to  be  able  to  continue  their  work  or  else 
to  give  it  up  for  a time  in  order  to  comply  with  sanitary  require- 
ments, as  was  also  the  case  where  some  employment  was 
followed  at  home,  viz.,  in  the  case  of  three  small  laundries  and 
two  tailoring  “homeworkers.”  As  much  isolation  as  was 
possible  under  the  circumstances  was  carried  out,  but  in  small 
cottages,  often  housing  large  families,  efficient  isolation  is  not 
practicable,  and  not  infrequently  infection  spreads  beyond  the 
family  first  attacked — the  Government  Auditor  declining  to 
sanction  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Council  in  treating  the 
cottage  as  a “temporary  place  for  the  reception  of  the  sick.” 

The  one  case  of  enteric  fever  was  that  of  a young  woman 
employed  in  the  Borough.  Its  origin  could  not  be  traced. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Complaints.— Outbreaks  of 
measles  occasioned  six  deaths,  all  but  one  being  young  children 
under  five  years  old,  and  there  were  two  from  whooping  cough, 
infantile  diarrhoea  being  fatal  to  seven  and  enteritis  to  one 
child  at  the  same  age  period. 

Vital  Statistics.— The  year’s  registered  births  were  319 — 
M.  163,  F.  156— and  the  deaths  171,  viz  , first  quarter,  54; 
second  quarter,  43 ; third  quarter,  35  ; fourth  quarter,  39 — 
thirty  of  which  occurred  in  the  Union  House — (twenty-one  not 
belonging  to  the  district)  one  in  the  Ascot  Nursing  Home  of  an 
“outsider,”  and  eight  in  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  two  of  whom 
were  patients  coming  from  London.  Deducting  the  non- 
residents and  adding  the  five  deaths  in  the  County  Asylum  of 

G 


86 


previous  residents,  the  nett  number  is  152 — M.  82,  F.  70. 
Twenty-two  of  these  were  infants  less  than  a twelvemonth  old, 
eight  of  whom  died  from  developmental  failure  and  six  from 
diarrhoea — see  Table  V. — and  fifty-three  were  above  sixty-five 
years  of  age.  The  birth  rate  was  21-6  and  the  nett  death  rate 
I0‘3  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  the  infantile 
mortality  being  69 per  1,000  of  the  registered  biiths.  All  these 
rates  are  very  low  and  considerably  under  the  average  of  the 
previous  ten  years — see  Table  I. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  fifteen  and  cancer  to  fourteen 
persons.  Pulmonary  inflammations  accounted  for  nineteen 
deaths,  heart  diseases  for  twenty-two  and  apoplexy  or  diseases 
of  the  brain  and  nervous  system  for  seventeen,  ten  being 
referred  simply  to  age  and  decay — see  Table  IV. 

The  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  under- 
mentioned diseases  were — 
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Area  of  district  (land)  should  read  10,339  acres. 


WINDSOR  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  1. 


TABLE  IV. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  " Non-residents  ” — 

Union  House,  Old  Windsor  ; and  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Windsor. 

Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  ” from  it : 

County  Asylum,  Moulsford;  and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 
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TABLE  111. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 
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EGHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT, 

Area  7,621  acres,  excluding  165  inland  water.  Occupied 
houses  (Census  of  1901)  2,388,  unoccupied  136.  Population 
• ^895 — M.  5,722,  F.  6,173 — 335  being  patients  in  Virginia 
Water  Sanatorium  and  not  belonging  to  the  district.  Excluding 
these  last,  the  density  of  occupation  was  4'87  persons  per  house, 
and  for  the  whole  district  about  five  to  the  acre,  but  the  bulk 
of  the  population  is  aggregated  in  Egham,  Englefield  Green, 
and  The  Hythe. 

Geological  Character.  — East  of  the  South  Western 
Railway  the  district  is  on  the  river  drift  gravels,  to  the  west  it 
is  mainly  on  the  Bagshot  formation,  except  between  Englefield 
Green  and  Virginia  Water,  where  the  London  clay  prevails. 

Population  and  Housing.— Between  1891  and  1901  the 
mean  yearly  increase  of  the  population  was  170;  if  this  con- 
tinued at  the  same  rate  to  the  middle  of  1905  the  estimated 
number  would  then  amount  to  12,361,  and  if  we  check  this  by 
the  211  plans  for  new  houses — mostly  of  the  cottage  and  six- 
roomed  type — passed  since  the  end  of  19CO,  and  deduct 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  them  as  unfinished  or  unoccupied,  we 
arrive  at  a nearly  similar  result,  or  an  approximate  number  of 
12,400.  In  1905  the  number  of  plans  passed  were  thirty-four, 
and  certificates  of  water  supply  were  granted  for  thirty-three. 

Sewerage  and  Scavenging.— The  district  is  still  without 
any  system  of  public  sewers,  and  ninety  of  the  143  nuisances 
abated  during  the  year  related  to  foul  closets  and  house  drains. 
The  scavenging  of  dry  refuse,  which  is  regularly  carried  out 
without  causing  a nuisance  on  the  land  bought  by  the  Council 
in  1903,  has  effected  a considerable  improvement  as  regards 
the  accumulation  of  refuse  in  the  cottage  gardens. 

Water  Supply.— The  mains  of  the  Egham  Water  Com- 
pany are  now  extended  to  the  Hythe  Road  and  neighbourhood, 
but  it  is  very  desirable  that  they  should  be  laid  over  the  whole 
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of  the  populous  areas  of  the  district,  as  out  of  twenty-four 
samples  of  water  analysed  during-  the  year  only  three  gave 
good  results,  three  were  of  a suspicious  character,  fourteen 
were  distinctly  polluted,  and  five  were  excessively  foul,  but  in 
some  cases  little  could  be  done,  the  mains  not  extending  to  the 
locality.  One  sample  taken  from  the  Egham  Company’s 
mains,  though  chemically  good,  showed  the  necessity  for  more 
perfect  filtration  when  examined  bacteriologically,  and  an 
improvement  in  this  respect  has  since  been  made.  Fresh 
water  supplies  have  been  furnished  to  thirty-seven  houses, 
sixteen  being  services  from  the  mains. 

Isolation  Hospital.  — The  Windsor  and  Egham  Joint 
Hospital  Board  advertised  for  plans  for  a hospital  to  contain 
thirty-one  beds,  the  cost  not  to  exceed  £6,000.  A large  number 
of  plans  were  sent  in,  but  a certain  number,  which  appeared  to 
the  Committee  to  meet  their  requirements,  being  referred  to 
Messrs.  Menzies  & Strickland  for  report  as  to  the  likelihood  of 
the  cost  of  erection  coming  within  the  limit  named  by  the 
Board,  they  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would  probably  be 
largely  exceeded,  with  the  result  that  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
the  matter  has  remained  in  abeyance. 

Sanitary  Work.— Mr.  Freeman  having  resigned  the  office 
of  sanitary  inspector,  Mr,  J.  W.  Oades  was  appointed  as  his 
successor  and  took  over  the  duties  in  May.  His  report  for  the 
whole  year  gives  195  as  the  number  of  premises  inspected,  187 
of  them  in  detail ; nuisances  were  found  on  176,  and  they  were 
abated  on  143,  formal  notices  being  served  in  fifty-one  cases. — 
see  Table  D.  Twenty-one  houses  were  reported  by  me  to 
the  Council  as  unfit  for  habitation  under  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act  and  seven  of  them  were  closed;  eleven 
dilapidated  ones  were  repaired  and  rendered  sanitary,  and 
overcrowding  was  abated  in  two  cases. 

Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  &c.— Thirteen  cowsheds  and 
milkshops  were  inspected,  three  of  which  required  cleansing; 
seven  slaughterhouses,  eleven  bakehouses  and  twenty-four 
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pigg’eries  were  also  inspected  and  found  in  proper  order,  the 
regulations  relating  to  them  being  observed. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.— Three  factories, 
fifty-two  workshops  and  the  house  of  one  homeworker  were 
inspected.  The  factories  were  a varnish  works,  the  gas  works, 
and  the  water  works.  Seven  of  the  workshops  were  builders’ 
premises,  four  plumbers,  ten  bakers,  fourteen  dressmakers,  &c., 
six  cycle  and  one  motor  works,  with  five  each  smiths  and 
carriage  builders.  The  sanitary  arrangements  of  these  pre- 
mises were  found  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  act 
and  the  regulations  observed. 

Mid  wives’  Act,  1902  — In  accordance  with  the  arrange- 
ments made  with  the  Council  by  the  Surrey  County  Council, 
I visited  eighteen  residents  in  the  district  said  to  be  in  practice 
as  midwives ; I found  that  five  were  certified  and  registered 
under  the  Act;  one  person  who  was  unacquainted  with  its 
requirements,  but  who  had  practised  amongst  the  very  poor 
for  sixteen  years  and  who  held  a certificate  of  competency  from 
a local  medical  man,  was  instructed  as  to  the  necessity  for  and 
method  of  registration.  The  remaining  twelve  stated  that  they 
had  given  up  “midwifery”  practice  and  were  now  acting  only 
as  monthly  nurses  under  a doctor. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Sickness.— The  number 
received  in  1905  was  small  pox,  one ; diphtheria,  thirty-four ; 
erysipelas,  four;  scarlet  fever,  forty-two;  enteric  fever,  one; 
puerperal  fever,  one. 

Small  Pox. — The  attack  was  a solitary  case  in  a school, 
due  to  a letter  received  by  the  lad  from  an  infected  house  in 
Belgium.  He  was  isolated  in  the  Sanatorium  at  once  and 
there  was  not  any  spread  of  infection. 

Diphtheria. — Nearly  all  the  attacks  notified  occurred  in 
houses  situated  between  Englefield  Green  and  the  Hythe,  and 
mostly  where  some  of  the  children  were  attending  one  or  other 
of  the  elementary  schools,  but  except  as  regards  successive 
cases  in  one  family  the  channel  of  infection  was  seldom  dis- 
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coverable.  In  some  instances  sanitary  defects  as  regards 
drainage  or  the  well  waters  were  found,  but  there  was  not  any 
evidence  obtainable  to  connect  the  milk  supplies  with  the  out- 
break— which,  beginning  in  January,  did  not  terminate  until 
November,  In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  only  five  notifica- 
tions were  received,  affecting  three  families.  In  the  next  three 
months  there  were  eight  attacks  in  seven  families.  In  July  six 
cases  occurred  in  five  families,  and  in  August  there  were  eight, 
also  in  five  families,  with  four  in  September,  after  which  there 
were  only  two  in  October  and  one  in  November,  when  the 
outbreak  ended.  There  were  in  all  thirty-four  notifications 
received,  twenty-five  families  being  invaded.  Five  attacks 
were  fatal,  being  nearly  15^  of  the  cases  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  complaint  was  present  concurrently 
with  diphtheria  throughout  the  year  in  the  district,  eight  cases 
being  reported  in  five  families  during  its  first  quarter.  In  the 
following  three  months  there  were  six  attacks  in  five  families, 
with  eight  in  July,  five  in  August,  and  the  same  number  in 
September,  affecting  in  all  fourteen  families.  In  October  one 
case  only  was  notified,  with  four  in  November  and  two  in 
December;  the  total  for  the  year  was  forty-two  cases  in  thirty 
families,  the  majority  being  children  attending  the  Englefield 
Green  Schools,  which  were  temporarily  closed  in  consequence ; 
only  one  attack  was  fatal. 

Erysipelas.— One  death  resulted  from  this  complaint  out 
of  the  four  cases  reported. 

Enteric  Fever. — The  single  case  notified  occurred  in  a 
house  with  faulty  sanitary  arrangements,  and  it  ended  fatally. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Complaints.  — Whooping 
cough  was  fatal  to  eight  infants  and  young  children  in  the  first 
quarter,  and  there  were  three  more  deaths  in  the  fourth ; 
Egham  Hythe  Infant  School  and  St.  Anne’s  Heath  School 
were  temporarily  closed  early  in  the  year,  and  the  first-named 
was  again  closed  in  October  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
this  complaint.  Measles  was  fatal  in  one  case,  but  there  were 
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not  any  deaths  from  influenza  or  from  diarrhoeal  complaints 
throughout  the  whole  year. 

Vital  Statistics. — Two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  births  were 
registered — M.  139,  F.  120 — with  136  deaths,  viz.,  first  quarer, 
SO;  second  quarter,  36;  third  quarter,  18;  fourth  quarter,  32 — 
twenty-one  being  non-residents  who  died  in  the  hlolloway  San- 
atorium. Deducting  these  and  adding  seven  of  previous  residents 
dying  in  Windsor  Union  House  and  four  in  Brookwood  Asylum, 
the  corrected  number  is  I2^ — M.  58,  F.  66.  The  birth  rate  was 
the  lowest  since  the  district  was  formed,  being  only  20‘9  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  deaths  were  more 
numerous  by  ten  than  in  1904,  but  the  nett  rate  was  nevertheless 
a low  one,  viz.,  lO’O  per  i,000,  and  the  infantile  mortality 
(sixteen)  was  also  at  the  low  ratio  of  6'2  per  i.ooo  registered 
births,  although  it  included  five  of  the  eleven  deaths  due  to 
whooping  cough  — see  Tables  I.  and  IV. 

Phthisis  and  cancerous  diseases  each  caused  eleven  deaths, 
fourteen  were  due  to  pulmonary  inflammations,  twelve  to  heart 
complaints,  and  nineteen  to  apoplexy  and  diseases  of  the  brain 
or  nervous  system.  Six  infants  and  children  under  five  years 
old  died  from  developmental  complaints  as  also  two  born 
prematurely. 

The  rates  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  for  the 


following  causes  of  death  were — 


Measles  ...  0'08 

Phthisis 

0-89 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  O’oS 

Cancer 

0-89 

Whooping  Cough  0^89 

Pulmonary  Inflammations . 

Diphtheria  ...  0‘40 

Developmental  Diseases  1 

0'64 

Enteric  Fever  ...  o-o8 

under  five  years  of  age  J 

egham  rural  sanitary  district, 


TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 

Institutions  within  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “Non-residents  ’’ 

Holloway  Sanatorium,  Virginia  Water ; and  Cottage  Hospital,  Engleheld  Green. 


Institutions  outside  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  “ Residents  " from  it 
Union  House,  Old  Windsor ; County  Asylum,  Brookwood ; and  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 


0 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered 
in  the  District. 

0 

10  ^0 

3 .0  i; 

2I5 

J)  c 

5o.2  . 

2i  3 tl 

Nett  Deaths 

AT  ALL  Ages 

rt 

Under  i Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages, 

.S-5 

u 0-1  V 

fl  w w 

4>  ® /IS 
T3"-^Q 

the  District. 

Year. 

to 

V 4> 

■ll 

33 

g-S 

a. 

Number. 

Rate.  * 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 
registered. 

Number, 

Rate.* 

•c.S 

a 

°| 

3 2 

H J 

7 T)  .k 

_ " S 
B a i 

w .i2  ’Z 

Q J 

v.H  g. 

P 2 

Number. 

Rate.* 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

1895 

10,673 

291 

27*8 

28 

96 

143 

13-0 

■5 

■5 

10 

138 

12-9 

1896 

10,842 

287 

26-5 

23 

80 

129 

n-5 

30 

25 

9 

113 

10-4 

1897 

11,010 

294 

267 

44 

150 

194 

17-1 

35 

35 

II 

170 

■5'4 

1898 

11,179 

277 

24-9 

39 

113 

167 

■4'5 

24 

24 

4 

147 

13-1 

1899 

11,348 

311 

27-4 

36 

116 

167 

I4'3 

27 

27 

16 

156 

137 

1900 

11,516 

287 

24-9 

28 

98 

■57 

I3'2 

34 

29 

II 

139 

I2'I 

1901 

11,685 

258 

22-1 

23 

89 

■54 

12-8 

24 

20 

12 

146 

12-5 

1902 

11,854 

307 

25-9 

20 

65 

156 

I2‘8 

29 

24 

10 

142 

I2’0 

1903 

12,023 

279 

23-2 

28 

100 

136 

II-3 

20 

16 

9 

129 

107 

1904 

12,192 

301 

247 

23 

76 

119 

9-8 

22 

19 

14 

114 

9-3 

Averages 
for  years 
1895-1904 

11.332 

289 

25'4 

29 

108 

152 

13*0 

26 

23 

10 

139 

I2’2 

1905 

12,361 

259 

20-9 

16 

62 

136 

no 

25 

21 

11 

124 

100 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

At  Census  of  1901  : Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  water)  7,621  ; Total  population 
at  all  ages,  11,895  ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,388  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-8. 
excluding  335  special  inmates  of  Sanatorium,  Virginia  Water. 


TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 


No.  of  Persons  living  in 
District  at  respective 
ages,  Census  1901 

Causes  of  Death. 

I 

Small-pox  ••• 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 


11,89s 


256 


2436 


2273 


3440 


1952 


538 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole 
District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

2 3 4 5 6 7A  7b 


Whooping-cough  ... 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 
branous croup 

Croup  


Typhus  ... 

Fever-  Enteric  ... 

Other  Continued- 
Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis  .. 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 
Acute  rheumatism 
Phthisis  ... 

Other  tubercular  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 


1 

2 

II 

2 

II 

9 

4 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

CASES 

NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

NO.  OF  CASES 

REMOVED 

TO  HOSPITAL 
FROM  EACH 
LOCALITY. 

Alcoholism  ...  ...  I 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ...  / 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth  ... 

Diseases  and  accidents  ( 

parturition  ...  ...  ) 

Heart  diseases 

2 

10 

2 

I 

1 

2 

2 

5 

I 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages- 

—Years. 

Under 

I. 

I to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Other  diseases  of  circu-  / 

I 

I 

Small-pox  

I 

lating  system 

...  f 

Cholera 

... 

Accidents 

2 

I 

I 

Diphtheria 

34 

I 

9 

22 

I 

I 

Suicides  

Apoplexy  and  cerebral  | 

8 

5 

3 

2 

Membranous  croup 

hemorrhage 

...  1 

Other  diseases  of  brain  | 

2 

I 

7 

I 

Erysipelas 

4 

and  nervous  system  j 

Diseases  of  digestive 

>r  n 

1 1 

1 

I 

••• 

Scarlet  fever  ••• 

42 

system  ... 

3 £ 

Typhus  fever  — 

Hepatic  diseases 

'.Q  C 

a « 

Enteric  fever  ... 

I 

I 

Renal  diseases  ... 

1° 

5 

I 

I 

I 

2 

1 

Rheumatism,  gout,  and  ) 

Relapsing  fever 

rheumatoid  arthritis  1 

Developmental  diseases  1 

6 

2 

Continued  fever 

under  5 years  of  age  ) 

Puerperal  fever 

I 

I 

Old  age  and  decay 

8 

8 

Plague 

All  other  causes  ... 

5 

2 

I 

2 

I 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

... 

M. 

F. 

58 

66 

8 

15 

28 

21 

All  causes  ... 

16 

12 

13 

32 

Totals 

83 

1 

25 

43 

4 

6 

2 

124 

1 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respi-  1 
ratory  organs  ...  > 


Isolation  Hospital : None  at  present  in  district. 

Joint  Hospital  Board  constituted  for  the  whole  Windsor  Union. 


Deaths  in 

Public  Institutions. 


ECHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
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